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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas

October 7, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA32

Relating to the continued response to the COVID-19 disaster as Texas reopens.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID- 19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have renewed the
disaster declaration for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVTD-l 9, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-Os on March 19, 2020, mandating certain
social-distancing restrictions for Texans in accordance with guidelines promulgated by
President Donald I. Trump and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC);
and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-14 on March 31, 2020, expanding the social-
distancing restrictions for Texans based on guidance from health experts and the
President; and

WHEREAS, I subsequently issued Executive Orders GA-16, GA-iS, GA-21, GA-23, and
GA-26 from April through early June 2020, aiming to achieve the least restrictive means
of combatting the threat to public health by continuing certain social-distancing
restrictions, while implementing a safe, strategic plan to reopen Texas; and

WHEREAS, as Texas reopens in the midst of COVID-19, increased spread is to be
expected, and the key to controlling the spread and keeping Texas residents safe is for all
Texans to consistently follow good hygiene and social-distancing practices, especially
those set forth in the minimum standard health protocols from the Texas Department of
State Health Services (DSHS); and

WHEREAS, in June 2020, Texas experienced substantial increases in COVID-19 cases
and hospitalizations, necessitating targeted and temporary adjustments to the reopening
plan to achieve the least restrictive means for reducing the growing spread of COVLD-19
and the resulting imminent threat to public health, and to avoid a need for more extreme
measures; and

WHEREAS, I therefore issued Executive Orders GA-28 and GA-29 in late June and early

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE

Vl— O’CLOCK

OCT 072020



Governor Greg Abbott Executive Order GA-32
October 7, 2020 Page 2

July 2020, respectively, and amended Executive Order GA-28 by proclamation on July
2, 2020; and

WHEREAS, due to improved medical treatments for COVID-19 patients, substantial
increases in testing, abundant supplies of personal protective equipment, and Texans’
adherence to safe practices like social distancing, hand sanitizing, and use of face
coverings, the spread of COVID- 19 and the number of new COVID- 19 cases and
hospitalizations have steadily and significantly declined since late July; and

WHEREAS, 1 therefore issued Executive Orders GA-3D and GA-3 1 on September 17,
2020, allowing additional reopening and non-essential medical surgeries and procedures
in Texas, except in some areas with high hospitalizations as defined in those orders; and

WHEREAS, as Texas continues to reopen, everyone must act safely, and to that end, this
executive order and prior executive orders provide that all persons should follow the
health protocols from DSHS, which whenever achieved will mean compliance with the
minimum standards for safely reopening, but which should not be used to fault those
who act in good faith but can only substantially comply with the standards in light of
scarce resources and other extenuating COVD-19 circumstances; and

WHEREAS, in the Texas Disaster Act of 1975, the legislature charged the governor with
the responsibility “for meeting ... the dangers to the state and people presented by
disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code, and expressly granted
the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.012, the “governor may issue executive orders
hav[ing] the force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the COVID-19
disaster is an offense punishable under Section 418.173 by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
and may be subject to regulatory enforcement;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, and in
accordance with guidance from the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State
Health Services, Dr. John Hellerstedt, other medical advisors, the White House, and the
CDC, do hereby order the following on a statewide basis effective at 12:01 a.m. on
October 14, 2020:

Every business establishment in Texas shall operate at no more than 75 percent of the
total listed occupancy of the establishment; provided, however, that:

1. There is no occupancy limit for the following:
a. any services listed by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) in its Guidance on
the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, Version 4.0 or any subsequent
version;

b. religious services, including those conducted in churches, congregations, and
houses of worship;

c. local government operations, including county and municipal governmental
operations relating to licensing (including marriage licenses), permitting,
recordation, and document-filing services, as determined by the local
government;

FILED IN THE OFFiCE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE

- 3 er- _O’CLOCK

OCT 072020



Governor Greg Abbott Executive Order GA-32
October 7, 2020 Page 3

d. child-care services;
e. youth camps, including but not limited to those defined as such under Chapter

14 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and including all summer camps
and other daytime and overnight camps for youths;

f. recreational sports programs for youths and adults;
g. any public or private schools, and any public or private institutions of higher

education, not already covered above;
h. drive-in concerts, movies, or similar events, under guidelines that facilitate

appropriate social distancing, that generally require spectators to remain in
their vehicles, and that minimize in-person contact between people who are
not in the same household or vehicle; and

i. the following establishments that operate with at least six feet of social
distancing between work stations: cosmetology salons, hair salons, barber
shops, nail salons/shops, and other establishments where licensed
cosmetologists or barbers practice their trade; massage establishments and
other facilities where licensed massage therapists or other persons licensed or
otherwise authorized to practice under Chapter 455 of the Texas Occupations
Code practice their trade; and other personal-care and beauty services such as
tanning salons, tattoo studios, piercing studios, hair removal services, and hair
loss treatment and growth services.

2. In areas with high hospitalizations as defined below, any business establishment that
otherwise would have a 75 percent occupancy or operating limit may operate at up
to only 50 percent. This paragraph does not apply, however, to business
establishments located in a county that has filed with DSHS, and is in compliance
with, the requisite attestation form promulgated by DSHS regarding minimal cases
of COVTD-19.

“Areas with high hospitalizations” means any Trauma Service Area that has had
seven consecutive days in which the number of COVID- 19 hospitalized patients
as a percentage of total hospital capacity exceeds 15 percent, until such time as
the Trauma Service Area has seven consecutive days in which the number of
COVID- 19 hospitalized patients as a percentage of total hospital capacity is 15
percent or less. A current list of areas with high hospitalizations will be
maintained at www.dshs.texas.gov/ga303 1.

3. Except as provided below by paragraph No. 5, there is no occupancy limit for
outdoor areas, events, and establishments, with the exception of the following
outdoor areas, events, or establishments that may operate at no more than 75 or 50
percent, as applicable, of the normal operating limits as determined by the owner:

a. amusement parks;
b. water parks;
c. swimming pools;
d. museums and libraries; and
e. zoos, aquariums, natural caverns, and similar facilities.

4. All indoor and outdoor professional, collegiate, and similar sporting events,
including rodeos and equestrian events, shall remain limited to 50 percent of the
normal operating limits as determined by the owner.

5. For any outdoor gathering in excess of 10 people, including rafting, tubing, and
related services, other than those set forth above in paragraph Nos. 1, 3, or 4, the
gathering is prohibited unless the mayor of the city in which the gathering is held, or
the county judge in the case of a gathering in an unincorporated area, approves of
the gathering, and such approval can be made subject to certain conditions or
restrictions not inconsistent with this executive order.
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6. Restaurants that have less than 5 1 percent of their gross receipts from the sale of
alcoholic beverages, and whose customers eat or drink only while seated, may offer
dine-in services.

7. Bars or similar establishments that hold a permit from the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission (TABC), and are not restaurants as defined above in
paragraph No. 6, may offer on-premises services only as described by this
paragraph. A bar or similar establishment may offer on-premises services at up to
50 percent of the total listed occupancy of the establishment tf

a. the bar or similar establishment is not in an area with high hospitalizations as
defined above, and the county judge of the county in which the bar or similar
establishment is located files the requisite form with TABC; or

b. the bar or similar establishment is in an area with high hospitalizations as
defined above, but is located in a county that has filed with DSHS, and is in
compliance with, the requisite attestation form promulgated by DSHS
regarding minimal cases of COVID-19, and the county judge of the county in
which the bar or similar establishment is located also files the requisite form
with TABC.

Patrons at bars or similar establishments operating under this paragraph may eat or
drink only while seated, except that in an establishment that holds a permit from
TABC as a brewer, distiller/rectifier, or winery, customers may sample beverages
while standing so long as they are in a group of six people or fewer and there is at
least six feet of social distancing or engineering controls, such as partitions,
between groups.

Where applicable, this 50 percent occupancy limit applies only indoors; the limit
does not apply to outdoor areas, events, or establishments, although social
distancing and other protocols must be followed.

People shall not visit bars or similar establishments that are located in counties not
included in parts (a) or (b) above. A current list of all counties reopening under this
paragraph will be maintained on TABC’s website.

The use by bars or similar establishments of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options
for food and drinks remains allowed to the extent authorized by TABC.

8. For purposes of this executive order, facilities with retractable roofs are considered
indoor facilities, whether the roof is opened or closed.

9. Staff members are not included in determining operating levels, except for
manufacturing services and office workers.

10. Except as provided in this executive order or in the minimum standard health
protocols recommended by DSHS, found at www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus,
people shall not be in groups larger than 10 and shall maintain six feet of social
distancing from those not in their group.

11. People over the age of 65 are strongly encouraged to stay at home as much as
possible; to maintain appropriate distance from any member of the household who
has been out of the residence in the previous 14 days; and, if leaving the home, to
implement social distancing and to practice good hygiene, environmental
cleanliness, and sanitation.

12. In providing or obtaining services, every person (including individuals, businesses,
and other legal entities) should use good-faith efforts and available resources to
follow the minimum standard health protocols recommended by DSHS.

13. Nothing in this executive order or the DSHS minimum standards precludes
requiring a customer to follow additional hygiene measures when obtaining
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services.

14. People may visit nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living
facilities, or long-term care facilities as determined through guidance from the
Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). Nursing homes, state
supported living centers, assisted living facilities, and long-term care facilities
should follow infection control policies and practices set forth by HHSC, including
minimizing the movement of staff between facilities whenever possible.

15. Public schools may operate as provided by, and under the minimum standard health
protocols found in, guidance issued by the Texas Education Agency (TEA). Private
schools and institutions of higher education are encouraged to establish similar
standards.

Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the governor may by proclamation add
to the list of establishments or venues that people shall not visit.

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials in
response to the COVID- 19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a local order restricts
services allowed by this executive order, allows gatherings prohibited by this executive
order, or expands the list or scope of services as set forth in this executive order.
Pursuant to Section 418.016(a) of the Texas Government Code, I hereby suspend
Sections 418.1015(b) and 418.108 of the Texas Government Code, Chapter 81,
Subchapter E of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and any other relevant statutes, to the
extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not impose restrictions in response to the
COVID-19 disaster that are inconsistent with this executive order, provided that local
officials may enforce this executive order as well as local restrictions that are consistent
with this executive order.

All existing state executive orders relating to COVID-19 are amended to eliminate
confinement in jail as an available penalty for violating the executive orders. To the
extent any order issued by local officials in response to the COVID-19 disaster would
allow confinement in jail as an available penalty for violating a COVID-19-related order,
that order allowing confinement in jail is superseded, and I hereby suspend all relevant
laws to the extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not confine people in jail for
violating any executive order or local order issued in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA-30, but does not supersede
Executive Orders GA-lU, GA-13, GA-17, GA-24, GA-25, GA-29, or GA-31. This
executive order shall remain in effect and in full force unless it is modified, amended,
rescinded, or superseded by the governor. This executive order may also be amended by
proclamation of the governor.

Given under my hand this the 7th
day of October, 2020.
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ATTEST BY:

UTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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GOVERNOR

September 17, 2020

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

FILED I1 TH1 OF THE
SECRETARV OF STATE

It LOCK

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-3 1 relating to hospital capacity during the COVID-1 9
disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

Respectfully submitted,

(S
the Governor

GREG ABBOTT

GSD/gsd
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas

September 17, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA31

Relating to hospital capacity during the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have renewed the
disaster declaration for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVIB- 19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, a shortage of hospital capacity would hinder efforts to cope with the
COVID-19 disaster, and at various times during this disaster, hospital capacity was being
overly diminished by surgeries and procedures that were not medically necessary to
correct a serious medical condition or to preserve the life of a patient; and

WHEREAS, following previous executive orders that had enacted more stringent
measures to avoid a shortage of hospital capacity or personal protective equipment, I
issued Executive Order GA-19 on April 27, 2020; and

WHEREAS, among its provisions, Executive Order GA-19 required all hospitals licensed
under Chapter 241 of the Texas Health and Safety Code to reserve at least 15 percent of
their hospital capacity for treatment of COVID- 19 patients, and continued the
suspensions of various hospital licensing requirements that would stand in the way of
implementing increased occupancy in the event of surge needs for hospital capacity due
to COVTD-19; and

WHEREAS, in light of subsequent, elevated concerns about hospital capacity in certain
parts of the state, I also issued Executive Order GA-27 on June 25, 2020, requiring the
postponement of certain surgeries and procedures in Bexar, Dallas, Harris, and Travis
counties; and

WHEREAS, by proclamations dated June 30 and July 9, 2020, 1 added to the list of
counties covered by Executive Order GA-27, such that its prohibition has applied in all
counties within Trauma Service Areas J, K, M, 0, P, Q, R, 5, T, U, and V; and

WHEREAS, though there are still concerns over hospital capacity in some parts of the
state, government officials should look for the least restrictive means of coping with the
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COVTD-19 disaster; and

WHEREAS, in the Texas Disaster Act of 1975, the legislature charged the governor with
the responsibility “for meeting . . . the dangers to the state and people presented by
disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code, and expressly granted
the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the “governor may issue executive orders
hav[ingJ the force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the COVJD-19
disaster is an offense punishable under Section 418.173 by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
and may be subject to regulatory enforcement;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
the following on a statewide basis effective immediately:

Every hospital that is licensed under Chapter 241 of the Texas Health and Safety
Code, and is also located in an area with high hospitalizations as defined below,
shall postpone all surgeries and procedures that are not medically necessary to
diagnose or correct a serious medical condition of, or to preserve the life of, a
patient who without timely performance of the surgery or procedure would be at
risk for serious adverse medical consequences or death, as determined by the
patient’s physician; provided, however, that this prohibition shall not apply to any
surgery or procedure that, if performed in accordance with the commonly accepted
standard of clinical practice, would not deplete any hospital capacity needed to cope
with the COVLD-19 disaster.

“Areas with high hospitalizations” means any Trauma Service Area that has
had seven consecutive days in which the number of COVID- 19 hospitalized
patients as a percentage of all hospitalized patients exceeds 15 percent, until
such time as the Trauma Service Area has seven consecutive days in which
the number of COVID-19 hospitalized patients as a percentage of all
hospitalized patients is 15 percent or less. A current list of areas with high
hospitalizations will be maintained at www.dshs.texas.gov/ga303 1.

Furthermore, every hospital that is licensed under Chapter 241 of the Texas Health
and Safety Code shall reserve at least 10 percent of its hospital capacity for
treatment of COVID- 19 patients, accounting for the range of clinical severity of
COVID-19 patients, as determined by the Texas Health and Human Services
Commission; provided, however, that any hospital that is part of a hospital system
consisting of more than one member hospital may reserve less than 10 percent of its
capacity so long as the cumulative capacity reserved throughout the hospital system
within the same Trauma Service Area is at least 10 percent.

Pursuant to Section 418.016(a) of the Texas Government Code, I hereby continue the
suspension of the following provisions to the extent necessary to implement increased
occupancy in the event of surge needs for hospital capacity due to COV1D- 19:

25 TAC Sec. 133.162(d)(4)(A)(iii)(I);

25 TAC Sec. 133.1 63(f)( 1)(A)(i)(ll)—(ffi);
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25 TAC Sec. 133.163(O(1)(B)(i)(ffl)—(W);

25 TAC Sec. 133.163(m)(1)(B)(ii);

25 TAC Sec. 133.163(t)(1)(B)(iii)—(iv);

25 TAC Sec. 133.163(t)(1)(C);

25 TAC Sec. 133.163(t)(5)(B)—(C); and

any other pertinent regulations or statutes, upon written approval of the Office of
the Governor.

This executive order supersedes Executive Orders GA-19 and GA-27, but does not
supersede Executive Orders GA-b, GA-13, GA-17, GA-24, GA-25, GA-29, or GA-30.
This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force until modified, amended,
rescinded, or superseded by the governor.

Given under my hand this the 17th
day of September, 2020.

Page 3

I1UTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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GovERNoR

September 17, 2020

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:
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Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas. Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-30 relating to the continued response to the COVID-19
disaster as Texas reopens.

The original exectitive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

Governor

GREG ABBOTT

ectfully submitted,
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas

September 17, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA3O

Relating to the contütued response to the COVID-19 disaster as Texas reopens.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.0 14 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID- 19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have renewed the
disaster declaration for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVID-1 9, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-Os on March 19, 2020, mandating certain
social-distancing restrictions for Texans in accordance with guidelines promulgated by
President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC);
and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-14 on March 31, 2020, expanding the social-
distancing restrictions for Texans based on guidance from health experts and the
President; and

WHEREAS, I subsequently issued Executive Orders GA-16, GA-iS, GA-21, GA-23, and
GA-26 from April through early June 2020, aiming to achieve the least restrictive means
of combatting the threat to public health by continuing certain social-distancing
restrictions, while implementing a safe, strategic plan to reopen Texas; and

WHEREAS, as Texas reopens in the midst of COVID-19, increased spread is to be
expected, and the key to controlling the spread and keeping Texas residents safe is for all
Texans to consistently follow good hygiene and social-distancing practices, especially
those set forth in the minimum standard health protocols from the Texas Department of
State Health Services (DSHS); and

WHEREAS, in June 2020, Texas experienced substantial increases in COVD-l9 cases
and hospitalizations, necessitating targeted and temporary adjustments to the reopening
plan to achieve the least restrictive means for reducing the growing spread of COVID- 19
and the resulting imminent threat to public health, and to avoid a need for more extreme
measures; and

WHEREAS, I therefore issued Executive Orders GA-28 and GA-29 in late June and early
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July 2020, respectively, and amended Executive Order GA-28 by proclamation on July
2, 2020; and

WHEREAS, due to improved medical treatments for COVJD-19 patients, substantial
increases in testing, abundant supplies of personal protective equipment, and Texans’
adherence to safe practices like social distancing, hand sanitizing, and use of face
coverings, the spread of COVID-19 and the number of new COVD-19 cases and
hospitalizations have steadily and significantly declined since late July; and

WHEREAS, as Texas continues to reopen, everyone must act safely, and to that end, this
executive order and prior executive orders provide that all persons should follow the
health protocols from DSHS, which whenever achieved will mean compliance with the
minimum standards for safely reopening, but which should not be used to fault those
who act in good faith but can only substantially comply with the standards in light of
scarce resources and other extenuating COVID-19 circumstances; and

WHEREAS, in the Texas Disaster Act of 1975, the legislature charged the governor with
the responsibility “for meeting ... the dangers to the state and people presented by
disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code, and expressly granted
the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the “governor may issue executive orders
hav[ingJ the force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the COVID-19
disaster is an offense punishable under Section 418. 173 by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
and may be subject to regulatory enforcement;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, and in
accordance with guidance from the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State
Health Services, Dr. John Hellerstedt, other medical advisors, the White House, and the
CDC, do hereby order the following on a statewide basis effective at 12:01 a.m. on
September 21, 2020:

Every business establishment in Texas shall operate at no more than 50 percent of the
total listed occupancy of the establishment; provided, however, that:

1. There is no occupancy limit for the following:
a. any services listed by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) in its Guidance
on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, Version 4.0 or any
subsequent version;

b. religious services, including those conducted in churches, congregations,
and houses of worship;

c. local government operations, including county and municipal
governmental operations relating to licensing (including marriage
licenses), permitting, recordation, and document-filing services, as
determined by the local government;

d. child-care services;
e. youth camps, including but not limited to those defined as such under

Chapter 141 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and including all
summer camps and other daytime and overnight camps for youths;

f. recreational sports programs for youths and adults;
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g. any public or private schools, and any public or private institutions of
higher education, not already covered above; and

h. drive-in concerts, movies, or similar events, under guidelines that facilitate
appropriate social distancing, that generally require spectators to remain in
their vehicles, and that minimize in-person contact between people who
are not in the same household or vehicle.

2. The following types of business establishments may operate at up to 75 percent
of the total listed occupancy of the establishment, except for those
establishments in areas with high hospitalizations as defined below:

a. in-store, non-CISA retail establishments;
b. dine-in restaurants, as defined below in paragraph No. 7;
c. non-CISA office buildings;
d. non-CISA manufacturers;
e. museums and libraries; and
f. gyms and exercise facilities and classes.

“Areas with high hospitalizations” means any Trauma Service Area that has had
seven consecutive days in which the number of COVID- 19 hospitalized patients
as a percentage of all hospitalized patients exceeds 15 percent, until such time as
the Trauma Service Area has seven consecutive days in which the number of
COVTD- 19 hospitalized patients as a percentage of all hospitalized patients is 15
percent or less. A current list of areas with high hospitalizations will be
maintained at www.dshs.texas.gov/ga303 1.

3. Except as provided below by paragraph No. 6, this 50 percent occupancy limit
does not apply to outdoor areas, events, or establishments, except that the
outdoor areas or outdoor venues identified in paragraph No. 2 of Executive
Order GA-28 shall operate at no more than the percentage of normal operating
limits as was set forth in Executive Order GA-2$.

4. There is no occupancy limit for the following establishments that operate with at
least six feet of social distancing between work stations:

a. cosmetology salons, hair salons, barber shops, nail salons/shops, and other
establishments where licensed cosmetologists or barbers practice their
trade;

b. massage establishments and other facilities where licensed massage
therapists or other persons licensed or otherwise authorized to practice
under Chapter 455 of the Texas Occupations Code practice their trade; and

c. other personal-care and beauty services such as tanning salons, tattoo
studios, piercing studios, hair removal services, and hair loss treatment and
growth services.

5. Amusement parks shall operate at no more than 50 percent of the normal
operating limits as determined by the owner.

6. For any outdoor gathering in excess of 10 people, other than those set forth
above in paragraph Nos. 1, 2, 3, or 5, the gathering is prohibited unless the
mayor of the city in which the gathering is held, or the county judge in the case
of a gathering in an unincorporated area, approves of the gathering, and such
approval can be made subject to certain conditions or restrictions not
inconsistent with this executive order.

7. Only restaurants that have less than 51 percent of their gross receipts from the
sale of alcoholic beverages, and whose customers eat or drink only while seated,
may offer dine-in services.

8. People shall not visit bars or similar establishments that hold a permit from the
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Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission (TABC) and are not restaurants as
defined above in paragraph No. 7; provided, however, that the use by such bars
or similar establishments of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options for food and
drinks is allowed to the extent authorized by TABC.

9. People shall not use commercial rafting or tubing services, including rental of
rafts or tubes and transportation of people for the purpose of rafting or tubing.

10. For any business establishment that is subject to a 50 percent “total listed
occupancy” limit or “normal operating limit,” and that is in a county that has
filed with DSHS, and is in compliance with, the requisite attestation form
promulgated by DSHS regarding minimal cases of COVLD-19, the business
establishment may operate at up to 75 percent of the total listed occupancy or
normal operating limit of the establishment.

11. For purposes of this executive order, facilities with retractable roofs are
considered indoor facilities, whether the roof is opened or closed.

12. Staff members are not included in determining operating levels, except for
manufacturing services and office workers.

13. Except as provided in this executive order or in the minimum standard health
protocols recommended by DSHS, found at www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus,
people shall not be in groups larger than 10 and shall maintain six feet of social
distancing from those not in their group.

14. People over the age of 65 are strongly encouraged to stay at home as much as
possible; to maintain appropriate distance from any member of the household
who has been out of the residence in the previous 14 days; and, if leaving the
home, to implement social distancing and to practice good hygiene,
environmental cleanliness, and sanitation.

15. In providing or obtaining services, every person (including individuals,
businesses, and other legal entities) should use good-faith efforts and available
resources to follow the minimum standard health protocols recommended by
DSHS.

16. Nothing in this executive order or the DSHS minimum standards precludes
requiring a customer to follow additional hygiene measures when obtaining
services.

17. People may visit nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living
facilities, or long-term care facilities as determined through guidance from the
Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). Nursing homes, state
supported living centers, assisted living facilities, and long-term care facilities
should follow infection control policies and practices set forth by HHSC,
including minimizing the movement of staff between facilities whenever
possible; and

1$. Public schools may operate as provided by, and under the minimum standard
health protocols found in, guidance issued by the Texas Education Agency
(TEA). Private schools and institutions of higher education are encouraged to
establish similar standards.

Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the governor may by proclamation add
to the list of establishments or venues that people shall not visit.

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials in
response to the COVJD-19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a local order restricts
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services allowed by this executive order, allows gatherings prohibited by this executive
order, or expands the list or scope of services as set forth in this executive order.
Pursuant to Section 418.016(a) of the Texas Government Code, I hereby suspend
Sections 418.1015(b) and 418.10$ of the Texas Government Code, Chapter 81,
Subchapter F of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and any other relevant statutes, to the
extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not impose restrictions in response to the
COVID-19 disaster that are inconsistent with this executive order, provided that local
officials may enforce this executive order as well as local restrictions that are consistent
with this executive order.

All existing state executive orders relating to COVID-19 are amended to eliminate
confinement in jail as an available penalty for violating the executive orders. To the
extent any order issued by local officials in response to the COVID-19 disaster would
allow confinement in jail as an available penalty for violating a COVID- 19-related order,
that order allowing confinement in jail is superseded, and I hereby suspend all relevant
laws to the extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not confine people in jail for
violating any executive order or local order issued in response to the COVD-19 disaster.

This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA-2$, but does not supersede
Executive Orders GA-b, GA-13, GA-17, GA-19, GA-24, GA-25, GA-27, or GA-29.
This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force unless it is modified,
amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor. This executive order may also be
amended by proclamation of the governor.

Given under my hand this the 17th
day of September, 2020.
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The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room IE.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

A proclamation renewing the declaration stating that the novel coronavirus (C OVID-i 9)
poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in Texas.

The original proclamation is attached to this letter of transmittal.

y submitted,

July 10, 2020

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

on
Clerk to the Governor

GSD/gsd
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in
the State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have issued
proclamations renewing the disaster declaration for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services, Dr.
John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 continues to represent a public health
disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVID 19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, a state of disaster continues to exist in all counties due to COVID-19;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the authority vested in me by Section 418.014
of the Texas Government Code, I do hereby renew the disaster proclamation for all counties
in Texas.

Pursuant to Section 418.017, I authorize the use of all available resources of state
government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with
this disaster.

Pursuant to Section 418.016, any regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for
conduct of state business or any order or rule of a state agency that would in any way
prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with this disaster shall be
suspended upon written approval of the Office of the Governor. However, to the extent
that the enforcement of any state statute or administrative rule regarding contracting
or procurement would impede any state agency’s emergency response that is
necessary to cope with this declared disaster, I hereby suspend such statutes and rules
for the duration of this declared disaster for that limited purpose.

In accordance with the statutory requirements, copies of this proclamation shall be filed
with the applicable authorities.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
hereunto signed my name and have
officially caused the Seal of State to be
affixed at my office in the City of
Austin, Texas, this the 10th day of
July, 2020.

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
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Governor
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ATTEST BY:

TH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

A proclamation amending Executive Order GA-27 relating to increased hospital capacity in
Texas during the disaster posed by the novel coronavirus (COVID-1 9).

The original proclamation is attached to this letter of transmittal.

Davidson
to the Governor

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

GSD/gsd

Attachment

POST OFFICE Box 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 512-463-2000 (VOICE) DIAL 7-1-1 FoR RELAY SERVICES
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.0 14 of the Texas Government Code that the
novel coronavirus (COVID- 19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in
the State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have renewed the
disaster declaration for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-27 on June 25, 2020, relating to the need for
increased hospital capacity during the COVID-19 disaster; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-27 initially covered Bexar, Dallas, Harris, and Travis
counties; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-27 provided that its list of covered counties could be
adjusted by proclamation thereafter; and

WHEREAS, I issued a proclamation on June 30, 2020, adding Cameron, Hidalgo,
Nueces, and Webb counties to the list of counties covered by Executive Order GA-27;
and

WHEREAS, elevated concerns exist concerning hospital capacity in additional parts of
the state;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby add
the following counties, effective at 11:59 p.m. on Friday, July 10, 2020, to the list set forth
in Executive Order GA-27 and my prior proclamation:

All counties within Trauma Service Area I: Andrews, Brewster, Crane, Ector,
Glasscock, Howard, Jeff Davis, Loving, Martin, Midland, Pecos, Presidio, Reeves,
Terrell, Upton, Ward, and Winkler counties;

All counties within Trauma Service Area K: Coke, Concho, Crockett, Irion,
Kimble, Mason, McCulloch, Menard, Reagan, Runnels, Schleicher, Sterling,
Sutton, and Tom Green counties;

All counties within Trauma Service Area M: Bosque, Falls, Hill, Limestone, and
McLennan counties;

All counties within Trauma Service Area 0 that are not already covered by
Executive Order GA-27: Bastrop, Blanco, Burnet, Caidwell, Fayette, Hays, Lee,
Liano, San Saba, and Williamson counties;

All counties within Trauma Service Area P that are not already covered by
Executive Order GA-27: Atascosa, Bandera, Comal, Dimmit, Edwards, Frio,
Gillespie, Gonzales, Guadalupe, Karnes, Kendall, Kerr, Kinney, La Salle,
Maverick, Medina, Real, Uvalde, Va! Verde, Wilson, and Zavala counties;
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All counties within Trauma Service Area 0 that are not already covered by
Executive Order GA-27: Austin, Colorado, Fort Bend, Matagorda, Montgomery,
Walker, Waller, and Wharton counties;

All counties within Trauma Service Area R: Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston,
Hardin, Jasper, Jefferson, Liberty, Newton, and Orange counties;

All counties within Trauma Service Area 5: Calhoun, DeWitt, Goliad, Jackson,
Lavaca, and Victoria counties;

All counties within Trauma Service Area T that are not already covered by
Executive Order GA-27: Jim Hogg and Zapata counties;

All counties within Trauma Service Area U that are not already covered by
Executive Order GA-27: Aransas, Bee, Brooks, Duval, Jim Wells, Kenedy,
Kleberg, Live Oak, McMullen, Refugio, and San Patriclo counties; and

All counties within Trauma Service Area V that are not already covered by
Executive Order GA-27: Starr and Willacy counties.

This proclamation shall remain in effect and in full force for as long as Executive Order
GA-27 is in effect and in full force, unless otherwise modified, amended, rescinded, or
superseded by the governor.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
hereunto signed my name and have
officially caused the Seal of State to be
affixed at my office in the City of
Austin, Texas, this the 9th day of July,
2020.

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
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The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT
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Secretary of State

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-29 relating to the use of face coverings during the
COVID- 19 disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

tly submitted,

lerk to the Governor
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BY THE
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
July 2, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA29

Relating to the use offace coverings during the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 4 18.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVIP- 19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have renewed the
disaster declaration for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID- 19 continues to represent a
public health disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety
Code; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVIP-19, aimed at using the least restrictive means available to protect the health and
safety of Texans and ensure an effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, as Texas reopens in the midst of COVID-19, increased spread is to be
expected, and the key to controlling the spread and keeping Texans safe is for all people
to consistently follow good hygiene and social-distancing practices; and

WHEREAS, due to recent substantial increases in COVID-19 positive cases, and
increases in the COVID-19 positivity rate and hospitalizations resulting from COVID
19, further measures are needed to achieve the least restrictive means for reducing the
growing spread of COVTD-19, and to avoid a need for more extreme measures; and

WHEREAS, I have joined the medical experts in consistently encouraging people to use
face coverings, and health authorities have repeatedly emphasized that wearing face
coverings is one of the most important and effective tools for reducing the spread of
COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, given the current status of COVD-19 in Texas, requiring the use of face
coverings is a targeted response that can combat the threat to public health using the
least restrictive means, and if people follow this requirement, more extreme measures
may be avoided; and

WHEREAS, wearing a face covering is important not only to protect oneself, but also to
avoid unknowingly harming fellow Texans, especially given that many people who go
into public may have COVID-19 without knowing it because they have no symptoms; and
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WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the COVID-19
disaster is an offense punishable under Section 418. 173 by fine;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
the following on a statewide basis effective at 12:0 1 p.m. on July 3, 2020:

Every person in Texas shall wear a face covering over the nose and mouth when
inside a commercial entity or other building or space open to the public, or when
in an outdoor public space, wherever it is not feasible to maintain six feet of social
distancing from another person not in the same household; provided, however,
that this face-covering requirement does not apply to the Miowing:

1. any person younger than 10 years of age;

2. any person with a medical condition or disability that prevents wearing a
face covering;

3. any person while the person is consuming food or drink, or is seated at a
restaurant to eat or drink;

4. any person while the person is (a) exercising outdoors or engaging in
physical activity outdoors, and (b) maintaining a safe distance from other
people not in the same household;

5. any person while the person is driving alone or with passengers who are
part of the same household as the driver;

6. any person obtaining a service that requires temporary removal of the face
covering for security surveillance, screening, or a need for specific access
to the face, such as while visiting a bank or while obtaining a personal-
care service involving the face, but only to the extent necessary for the
temporary removal;

7. any person while the person is in a swimming pool, lake, or similar body
of water;

8. any person who is voting, assisting a voter, serving as a poli watcher, or
actively administering an election, but wearing a face covering is strongly
encouraged;

9. any person who is actively providing or obtaining access to religious
worship, but wearing a face covering is strongly encouraged;

10. any person while the person is giving a speech for a broadcast or to an
audience; or

11. any person in a county (a) that meets the requisite criteria proilajcI OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
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the Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM) regarding
minimal cases of COVID-19, and (b) whose county judge has
affirmatively opted-out of this face-covering requirement by filing with
TDEM the required face-covering attestation form—provided, however,
that wearing a face covering is highly recommended, and every county is
strongly encouraged to follow these face-covering standards.

Not excepted from this face-covering requirement is any person attending a
protest or demonstration involving more than 10 people and who is not practicing
safe social distancing of six feet from other people not in the same household.

TDEM shall maintain on its website a list of counties that are not subject to this
face-covering requirement pursuant to paragraph number 11. The list can be
found at: www.tdem.texas.gov/ga29.

Following a verbal or written warning for a first-time violator of this face-
covering requirement, a person’s second violation shall be punishable by a fine
not to exceed $250. Each subsequent violation shall be punishable by a fine not to
exceed $250 per violation.

Local law enforcement and other local officials, as appropriate, can and should
enforce this executive order, Executive Order GA-28, and other effective
executive orders, as well as local restrictions that are consistent with this
executive order and other effective executive orders. But no law enforcement or
other official may detain, arrest, or confine in jail any person for a violation of this
executive order or for related non-violent, non-felony offenses that are predicated
on a violation of this executive order; provided, however, that any official with
authority to enforce this executive order may act to enforce trespassing laws and
remove violators at the request of a business establishment or other property
owner.

This executive order hereby prohibits confinement in jail as a penalty for the
violation of any face-covering order by any jurisdiction.

Executive Order GA-2$ is hereby amended to delete from paragraph number 15
the phrase: “, but no jurisdiction can impose a civil or criminal penalty for failure
to wear a face covering.”

The governor may by proclamation amend this executive order or add to the list of
people to whom this face-covering requirement does not apply.

This executive order does not supersede Executive Orders GA-b, GA-13, GA-17, GA
19, GA-24, GA-25, GA-27, or GA-28 as amended. This executive order shall remain in
effect and in full force until modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by the
governor.
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Given under my hand this the 2nd
day of July, 2020.

Page 4

I1UTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT
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Secretary or State
State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

A proclamation amending Executive Order GA-28 relating to mass gatherings in Texas
during the disaster posed by the novel coronavirus (C OVID-i 9).

The original proclamation is attached to this letter of transmittal.

S
Respectfully submitted,

to the Governor

Attachment
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the State
of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have renewed the disaster
declaration for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-28 on June 26, 2020, relating to the targeted
response to the COVID- 19 disaster as part of the reopening of Texas; and

WHEREAS, additional measures are needed to slow the spread of COVID-19 in Texas;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby amend
paragraph numbers 5 and 12 of Executive Order GA-28, effective at 12:01 p.m. on July 3,
2020, to read as follows:

5. For any outdoor gathering in excess of 10 people, other than those set forth
above in paragraph numbers 1, 2, or 4, the gathering is prohibited unless the
mayor of the city in which the gathering is held, or the county judge in the case
of a gathering in an unincorporated area, approves of the gathering, and such
approval can be made subject to certain conditions or restrictions not
inconsistent with this executive order;

12. Except as provided in this executive order or in the minimum standard health
protocols recommended by DSHS, found at www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus,
people shall not be in groups larger than 10 and shall maintain six feet of social
distancing from those not in their group;

This proclamation shall remain in effect and in full force for as long as Executive Order
GA-28 is in effect and in full force, unless otherwise modified, amended, rescinded, or
superseded by the governor.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
hereunto signed my name and have
officially caused the Seal of State to be
affixed at my office in the City of
Austin, Texas, this the 2nd day of July,
2020.

GREG ABBOTT
Governor
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ATTESTED BY:

R THR.HUGHS
Secretary of State
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The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-2$ relating to the targeted response to the COVID-19
disaster as part of the reopening of Texas.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

tly submitted,

S

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

‘lerk to the Governor
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GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
June 26, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA28

Relating to the targeted response to the COVID-19 disaster
as part of the reopening of Texas.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVIP- 19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have renewed the
disaster declaration for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 continues to represent a
public health disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety
Code; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVIP- 19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, mandating certain
social-distancing restrictions for Texans in accordance with guidelines promulgated by
President Donald I. Trump and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC);
and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-14 on March 31, 2020, expanding the social-
distancing restrictions for Texans based on guidance from health experts and the
President; and

WHEREAS, I subsequently issued Executive Orders GA-16, GA-18, GA-21, GA-23, and
GA-26 from April through early June 2020, aiming to achieve the least restrictive means
of combatting the threat to public health by continuing certain social-distancing
restrictions, while implementing a safe, strategic plan to Open Texas; and

WHEREAS, as Texas reopens in the midst of COVD-19, increased spread is to be
expected, and the key to controlling the spread and keeping Texas residents safe is for all
Texans to consistently follow good hygiene and social-distancing practices, especially
those set forth in the minimum standard health protocols from DSHS; and

WHEREAS, due to recent substantial increases in COVID-19 positive cases, and
increases in the COVID-19 positivity rate and hospitalizations resulting from COVID
19, targeted and temporary adjustments to the reopening plan are needed to achieve the
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Governor Greg Abbott Executive Order GA-28
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least restrictive means for reducing the growing spread of COVID- 1 9 and the resulting
imminent threat to public health, and to avoid a need for more extreme measures; and

WHEREAS, everyone must act safely, and to that end, this executive order and prior
executive orders provide that all persons should follow the health protocols from DSHS,
which whenever achieved will mean compliance with the minimum standards for safely
reopening, but which should not be used to fault those who act in good faith but can only
substantially comply with the standards in light of scarce resources and other extenuating
COVID-19 circumstances; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the COVID-19
disaster is an offense punishable under Section 418. 173 by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
and may be subject to regulatory enforcement;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, and in
accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and other medical
advisors, the Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas, the White House, and the CDC, do
hereby order the following on a statewide basis effective at noon on June 26, 2020:

Every business establishment in Texas shall operate at no more than 50 percent of
the total listed occupancy of the establishment; provided, however, that:

1. There is no occupancy limit for the following:
a. any services listed by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) in its Guidance
on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, Version 3.1 or any
subsequent version;

b. religious services, including those conducted in churches, congregations,
and houses of worship;

c. local government operations, including county and municipal
governmental operations relating to licensing (including marriage
licenses), permitting, recordation, and document-filing services, as
determined by the local government;

d. child-care services;
e. youth camps, including but not limited to those defined as such under

Chapter 141 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and including all
summer camps and other daytime and overnight camps for youths; and

f. recreational sports programs for youths and adults;

2. Except as provided below by paragraph number 5, this 50 percent occupancy
limit does not apply to outdoor areas, events, or establishments, except that the
following outdoor areas or outdoor venues shall operate at no more than 50
percent of the normal operating limits as determined by the owner:

a. professional, collegiate, or similar sporting events;
b. swimming pools;
c. water parks;
d. museums and libraries;
e. zoos, aquariums, natural caverns, and similar facilities; and
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f. rodeos and equestrian events;

3. This 50 percent occupancy limit does not apply to the following establishments
that operate with at least six feet of social distancing between work stations:

a. cosmetology salons, hair salons, barber shops, nail salons/shops, and other
establishments where licensed cosmetologists or barbers practice their
trade;

b. massage establishments and other facilities where licensed massage
therapists or other persons licensed or otherwise authorized to practice
under Chapter 455 of the Texas Occupations Code practice their trade; and

c. other personal-care and beauty services such as tanning salons, tattoo
studios, piercing studios, hair removal services, and hair loss treatment and
growth services;

4. Amusement parks shall operate at no more than 50 percent of the normal
operating limits as determined by the owner;

5. For any outdoor gathering in excess of 100 people, other than those set forth
above in paragraph numbers 1, 2, or 4, the gathering is prohibited unless the
mayor of the city in which the gathering is held, or the county judge in the case
of a gathering in an unincorporated area, approves of the gathering, and such
approval can be made subject to certain conditions or restrictions not
inconsistent with this executive order;

6. For dine-in services by restaurants that have less than 51 percent of their gross
receipts from the sale of alcoholic beverages, the occupancy limit shall remain
at 75 percent until 12:01 a.m. on June 29, 2020, at which time such restaurants
may only operate at up to 50 percent of the total listed occupancy of the
restaurant, subject to paragraph number 9 below;

7. People shall not visit bars or similar establishments that hold a permit from the
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission (TABC) and are not restaurants as
defined above in paragraph number 6; provided, however, that the use by such
bars or similar establishments of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options for food
and drinks is allowed to the extent authorized by TABC;

8. People shall not use commercial rafting or tubing services, including rental of
rafts or tubes and transportation of people for the purpose of rafting or tubing;

9. For any business establishment that is subject to a 50 percent “total listed
occupancy” limit or “normal operating limit,” and that is in a county that has
filed with DSHS, and is in compliance with, the requisite attestation form
promulgated by DSHS regarding minimal cases of COVID-19, the business
establishment may operate at up to 75 percent of the total listed occupancy or
normal operating limit of the establishment;

10. for purposes of this executive order, facilities with retractable roofs are
considered indoor facilities, whether the roof is opened or closed;

11. Staff members are not included in determining operating levels, except for
manufacturing services and office workers;

12. Except as provided in this executive order or in the minimum standard health
protocols recommended by DSHS, found at www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus,
people should not be in groups larger than ten and should maintain six feet of
social distancing from those not in their group;

13. People over the age of 65 are strongly encouraged to stay at home as much as
possible; to maintain appropriate distance from any member of the household
who has been out of the residence in the previous 14 days; and, if leaving the
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home, to implement social distancing and to practice good hygiene,
environmental cleanliness, and sanitation;

14. th providing or obtaining services, every person (including individuals,
businesses, and other legal entities) should use good-faith efforts and available
resources to follow the minimum standard health protocols recommended by
DSHS;

15. Nothing in this executive order or the DSHS minimum standards precludes
requiring a customer to follow additional hygiene measures when obtaining
services. Individuals are encouraged to wear appropriate face coverings, but no
jurisdiction can impose a civil or criminal penalty for failure to wear a face
covering;

16. People shall not visit nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted
living facilities, or long-term care facilities unless as determined through
guidance from the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC).
Nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, and
long-term care facilities should follow infection control policies and practices
set forth by HHSC, including minimizing the movement of staff between
facilities whenever possible; and

17. For the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year, public schools may resume
operations for the summer as provided by, and under the minimum standard
health protocols found in, guidance issued by the Texas Education Agency
(TEA). Private schools and institutions of higher education are encouraged to
establish similar standards. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary,
schools may conduct graduation ceremonies consistent with the minimum
standard health protocols found in guidance issued by TEA.

Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the governor may by proclamation
add to the list of establishments or venues that people shall not visit.

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials
in response to the COVID-19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a local order
restricts services allowed by this executive order, allows gatherings prohibited by
this executive order, or expands the list or scope of services as set forth in this
executive order. Pursuant to Section 418.0 16(a) of the Texas Government Code, I
hereby suspend Sections 418.1015(b) and 418.10$ of the Texas Government Code,
Chapter 81, Subchapter E of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and any other
relevant statutes, to the extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not impose
restrictions in response to the COVID-19 disaster that are inconsistent with this
executive order, provided that local officials may enforce this executive order as
well as local restrictions that are consistent with this executive order.

All existing state executive orders relating to COVTD-19 are amended to eliminate
confinement in jail as an available penalty for violating the executive orders. To the
extent any order issued by local officials in response to the COVID-19 disaster
would allow confinement in jail as an available penalty for violating a COVD-l9-
related order, that order allowing confinement in jail is superseded, and I hereby
suspend all relevant laws to the extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not
confine people in jail for violating any executive order or local order issued in
response to the COVJD-19 disaster.

This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA-26, but does not supersede
Executive Orders GA-b, GA-13, GA-17, GA-19, GA-24, GA-25, or GA-27. This

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF TH
SECRETARY OF STATE
‘4Si O1CLOCK

JUN 2 6 2020



Governor Greg Abbott
June 26, 2020

Executive Order GA-28
Page 5

executive order shall remain in effect and in full force unless it is modified, amended,
rescinded, or superseded by the governor. This executive order may also be amended by
proclamation of the governor.

Given under my hand this the 26th
day of June, 2020.

GREG ABBOTT
Governor
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The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State Secretary of3tate
State Capito’ Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

A proclamation amending Executive Order GA-26 relating to the expanded opening of
Texas during the disaster posed by the novel coronavirus (C OVID-i 9).

The original proclamation is attached to this letter of transmittal.

Respectfully submitted.

to the Governor

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

GSD/gsd

Attachment

POST OFFICE Box 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 512-463-2000 (VoICE) DIAL 7-1-1 FoR RELAY SERVICES



PROCLAMATION
BY THE

(!Mnrtwr uf fi $fafi nfxtz

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in
the State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have renewed the
disaster declaration for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-26 on June 3, 2020, relating to the expanded
opening of Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby amend
paragraph number 5 of Executive Order GA-26 to read as follows:

5. For any outdoor gathering estimated to be in excess of 100 people, other than
those set forth above in paragraph numbers 1, 2, or 4, the county judge or mayor,
as appropriate, in consultation with the local public health authority, may
impose additional restrictions;

This proclamation shall remain in effect and in full force for as long as Executive Order
GA-26 is in effect and in full force, unless otherwise modified, amended, rescinded, or
superseded by the governor.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
hereunto signed my name and have
officially caused the Seal of State to be
affixed at my office in the City of
Austin, Texas, this the 23rd day of
June, 2020.

Governor

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARy OF STATE
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ATTESTED BY:

R THR.HUGHS
Secretary of State
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June ii, 2020

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

F!LED IN THE OmCE OF THESECRETARY OF STATE

Secretary of State
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

A proclamation renewing the declaration stating that the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
poses an iruminent threat of disaster for all counties in Texas.

The original proclamation is attached to this letter of transmittal.

S
to the Governor

Attachment

POST OFFIcE BOX 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 512-463-2000 (VoicE) DIAL 7-14 foR RELAY SERVICES



PROCLAMATION
BY THE
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in
the State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have issued
proclamations renewing the disaster declaration for all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services, Dr.
John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health disaster
within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVID-l9, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, a state of disaster continues to exist in all counties due to COVID- 19;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the authority vested in me by Section 418.014
of the Texas Government Code, I do hereby renew the disaster proclamation for all counties
in Texas.

Pursuant to Section 418.017, I authorize the use of all available resources of state
government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with
this disaster.

Pursuant to Section 418.016, any regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for
conduct of state business or any order or rule of a state agency that would in any way
prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with this disaster shall be
suspended upon written approval of the Office of the Governor. However, to the
extent that the enforcement of any state statute or administrative rule regarding
contracting or procurement would impede any state agency’s emergency response that
is necessary to cope with this declared disaster, I hereby suspend such statutes and
rules for the duration of this declared disaster for that limited purpose.

In accordance with the statutory requirements, copies of this proclamation shall be filed
with the applicable authorities.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
hereunto signed my name and have
officially caused the Seal of State to be
affixed at my office in the City of
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Governor Greg Abbott Proclamation
June 11, 2020 Page 2

Austin, Texas, this the 11th day of
June, 2020.

Governor

1UTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
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ATTESTED BY:
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June 3, 2020

GOVERNOR

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room lE.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

FILED N TH CFFCE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
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Secretary of State

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-26 relating to the expanded opening of Texas in
response to the COVID-19 disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

GREG ABBOTT

Re :tfully submitted,

lerk to the Governor

Attachment
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
June 3, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA26

Relating to the expanded opening of Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.0 14 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID- 19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, in each subsequent month effective through today, I have renewed the
disaster declaration tbr all Texas counties; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health
disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVID-19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-Os on March 19, 2020, mandating certain
social-distancing restrictions for Texans in accordance with guidelines promulgated by
President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC);
and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-14 on March 31, 2020, expanding the social-
distancing restrictions for Texans based on guidance from health experts and the
President; and

WHEREAS, I subsequently issued Executive Orders GA-l6, GA-iS, GA-21, and GA-23
over the course of April and May 2020, aiming to achieve the least restrictive means of
combatting the threat to public health by continuing certain social-distancing restrictions,
while implementing a safe, strategic plan to Open Texas; and

WHEREAS, as normal business operations resume, everyone must act safely, and to that
end, this executive order and prior executive orders provide that all persons should
follow the health protocols recommended by DSHS, which whenever achieved wiLl
mean compliance with the minimum standards for safely reopening, but which should
not be used to fault those who act in good faith but can only substantially comply with
the standards in light of scarce resources and other extenuating COVID-l9
circumstances; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code,
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and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the COVID- 19
disaster is an offense punishable under Section 418.173 by a fine notto exceed $1,000,
and may be subject to regulatory enforcement;

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, and in
accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and other medical
advisors, the Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas, the White House, and the CDC, do
hereby order the lollowtng on a statewide basis effective immediately:

Every business establishment in Texas shall operate at no more than 50 percent of
the total listed occupancy of the establishment; provided, however, that:

I. There is no occupancy limit for the following:
a. any services listed by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s

Cyhersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) in its
Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, Version
3. 1 or any subsequent version;

b. religious services conducted in churches, congregations, and houses of
worship;

c. local government operations, including county and municipal
governmental operations relating to licensing (including marriage
licenses), permitting, recordation, and document-filing services, as
determined by the local government;

d. child-care services;
e. youth camps, including but not limited to those defined as such under

Chapter 141 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and including all
summer camps and other daytime and overnight camps for youths; and

1. recreational sports programs for youths and adults;
2. Except as provided below by paragraph number 5, this 50 percent occupancy

limit does not apply to outdoor areas, events, or establishments, except that the
following outdoor areas or outdoor venues shall operate at no more than 50
percent of the normal operating limits as determined by the owner:

a. professional, collegiate, or similar sporting events;
b. swimming pools;
c. water parks;
d. museums and libraries;
e. zoos, aquariums, natural caverns, and similar facilities; and
f. rodeos and equestrian events;

3. This 50 percent occupancy limit does not apply to the following
establishments that operate with at least six feet of social distancing between
work statiois:

a. cosmetology salons, hair salons, barber shops, nail salons/shops, and
other establishments where licensed cosmetologists or barbers practice
their trade;

h. massage establishments and other facilities where licensed massage
therapists or other persons licensed or otherwise authorized to practice
under Chapter 455 of the Texas Occupations Code practice their trade;
and

c. other personal-care and beauty services such as tanning salons, tattoo
studios, piercing studios, hair removal services, and hair loss treatment
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and growth services;
4. Amusement parks and carnivals shall operate at no more than 50 percent of

the normal operating limits as determined by the owner, except that in
counties with more than 1 ,000 cumulative cases of COVID- 1 9, amusement
parks may not begin operating until 12:01 a.m. on June 19, 2020;

5. For any outdoor gathering estimated to be in excess of 500 people, other than
those set forth above in paragraph numbers 1, 2, or 4, the countyjudge or
mayor, as appropriate, in consultation with the local public health authority,
nmy impose additional restrictions;

6. For dine-in services by restaurants that have less than 5 1 percent of their gross
receipts from the sale of alcoholic beverages, the occupancy limit shall
increase at 12:01 a.m. on June 12, 2020, to permit such restaurants to operate
at up to 75 percent of the total listed occupancy of the restaurant;

7. For indoor bars and similar indoor establishments that are not restaurants as
defined above and that hold a permit from the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission, only those customers who are seated may be served;

8. For any business establishment that is subject to a 50 percent “total listed
occupancy” limit or “normal operating limit,” and that is in a county that has
filed with DSHS, and is in compliance with, the requisite attestation form
promulgated by DSHS regarding minimal cases of COVID-19, the business
establishment may operate at up to 75 percent of the total listed occupancy or
normal operating limit of the establishment starting 12:01 a.m. on June 12,
2020;

9. For purposes of this executive order, facilities with retractable roofs are
considered indoor facilities, whether the roof is opened or closed; and

10. Staff members are not included in determining operating levels, except for
manufacturing services and office workers.

Except as provided in this executive order or in the minimum standard health
protocols recommended by DSHS, found at www.dshs.texas .gov/coronavirus,
people should not he in groups larger than ten and should maintain six feet of social
distancing from those not in their group. People over the age of 65 are strongly

encouraged to stay at home as much as possible; to maintain appropriate distance
from any member of the household who has been out of the residence in the
previous 14 days; and, if leaving the home, to implement social distancing and to
practice good hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation.

In providing or obtaining services, every person (including individuals, businesses,
and other legal entities) should use good-faith efforts and available resources to
follow the minimum standard health protocols recommended by DSHS. Nothing in
this executive order or the DSHS minimum standards precludes requiring a
customer to follow additional hygiene measures when obtaining services.
Individuals are encouraged to wear appropriate face coverings, but no jurisdiction
can impose a civil or criminal penalty for failure to wear a face covering.

People shall not visit nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living
facilities, or long-term care facilities unless as determined through guidance from
the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). Nursing homes, state
supported living centers, assisted living facilities, and long-term care facilities
should follow infection control policies and practices set forth by HHSC, including
minimizing the movement of staff between facilities whenever possible.
Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the governor may by proclamation
add to the list of establishments or venues that people shall avoid visiting.
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For the remainder of the 20 19-2020 school year, public schools may resume
operations for the summer as provided by, and under the minimum standard health
protocols found in, guidance issued by the Texas Education Agency (TEA). Private
schools and institutions of higher education are encouraged to establish similar
standards. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, schools may conduct
graduation ceremonies consistent with the minimum standard health protocols
found in guidance issued by TEA.

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials
in response to the COVID-19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a local order
restricts services allowed by this executive order, allows gatherings prohibited by
this executive order, or expands the list or scope of services as set forth in this
executive order. Pursuant to Section 418.0 16(a) of the Texas Government Code, I
hereby suspend Sections 418.1015(b) and 418. 108 of the Texas Government Code,
Chapter 81, Subchapter E of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and any other
relevant statutes, to the extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not impose
restrictions in response to the COVID-19 disaster that are inconsistent with this
executive order, provided that local officials may enforce this executive order as
well as local restrictions that are consistent with this executive order.

All existing state executive orders relating to COVID- 19 are amended to eliminate
confinement in jail as an available penalty for violating the executive orders. To the
extent any order issued by local officials in response to the COVID-19 disaster
would allow confinement in jail as an available penalty for violating a COVID-l9-
related order, that order allowing confinement in jail is superseded, and 1 hereby
suspend all relevant laws to the extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not
confine people in jail for violating any executive order or local order issued in
response to the COVID-19 disaster.

This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA-23, but does not supersede
Executive Orders GA-b, GA-13, GA-17, GA-19, GA-20, GA-24, or GA-25. This
executive order shall remain in effect and in full force unless it is modified, amended,
rescinded, or superseded by the governor. This executive order may also be amended by
proclamation of the governor.
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Given under my hand this the 3rd
day of June, 2020.

GREG ABBOTT
Governor

ATTEST

RIJTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State



May 21, 2020

GOVERNOR

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

FILED IN THE OFF1CE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-24 relating to the termination of air travel restrictions as
part of the safe, strategic plan to Open Texas in response to the COVID-19
disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

Governor

GREG ABBOTT

Secretary of State

GSD/gsd

Attachment
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
May 21, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA24

Relating to the termination ofair travel restrictions as part of the safe, strategic plan
to Open Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.0 14 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, I issued proclamations renewing the disaster declaration for all counties in
Texas on April 12 and May 12, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services, Dr.
John Hellerstedt, has determined on March 19, April 17, and May 15, 2020, that
COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the
Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVJD-i9, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Orders GA-il and GA-12 on March 26 and March 29,
2020, respectively, to impose a mandatory self-quarantine for people traveling to Texas
from certain areas experiencing substantial community spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-20 on April 27, 2020, to narrow the scope of
these travel restrictions in light of social-distancing restrictions that have slowed the
spread of COVD-19 in Texas and in other states; and

WHEREAS, in coping with the COVLD-19 disaster, and especially as services are being
reopened in Texas, government officials should look for the least restrictive means of
combatting the threat to public health; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.0 11 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.012, the “governor may issue executive orders
hav[ing] the force and effect of law;”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
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Governor Greg Abbott
May 21, 2020

Executive Order GA-24
Page 2

authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
that all restrictions contained in Executive Order GA-20 are terminated in their entirety,
effective immediately. Any mandatory self-quarantine already in effect as a result of
Executive Order GA-20 is hereby terminated, also effective immediately.

This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA-20, as well as Executive Orders
GA-li and GA-12 that it superseded, but does not supersede Executive Orders GA-b,
GA-13, GA-i7, GA-19, or GA-23. This executive order shall remain in effect and in full
force until modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor.

Given under my hand this the 21st
day of May, 2020.

GREG ABBOTT
Governor

RUTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State

FILED IN THE OFFICE CF
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May 18, 2020

GOVERNOR

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

FILED IN THE OFRCE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
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Secretary of State

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-23 relating to the expanded opening of Texas in
response to the COVID-19 disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

GREG ABBOTT

Respectfully submitted,

ridson
Clerk to the Governor

GSD/gsd

Attachment
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
May 18, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA23

Relating to the expanded opening of Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.0 14 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVD-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, I issued proclamations renewing the disaster declaration for all counties in
Texas on April 12 and May 12, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined on March 19, April 17, and May 15, 2020,
that COVD-19 represents a public health disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of
the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVD-19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, mandating certain
obligations for Texans in accordance with the President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for
America, as promulgated by President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) on March 16, 2020, which called upon Americans to take
actions to slow the spread of COVID- 19 for 15 days; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA- 14 on March 31, 2020, based on the
President’s announcement that the restrictive Guidelines should extend through April 30,
2020, in light of advice from Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr. Deborah Birx, and also based
on guidance by DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and Dr. Birx that the spread of
COVID-19 can be reduced by minimizing social gatherings; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-l4 superseded Executive Order GA-08 and expanded
the social-distancing restrictions and other obligations for Texans, aimed at slowing the
spread of COVD-19 and protecting public health and safety; and

WHEREAS, after more than two weeks of having in effect the heightened restrictions
like those required by Executive Order GA-14, which had saved lives, it was clear that
the disease still presented a serious threat across Texas that could persist in certain areas,
but also that COVID-19 had wrought havoc on many Texas businesses and workers
affected by the restrictions that were necessary to protect human life; and

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE

- t’3OêM - O’CLOCK

MAY 78 2020



Governor Greg Abbott Executive Order GA-23
May 18, 2020 Page 2

WHEREAS, on April 17, 2020, I therefore issued Executive Order GA-17, creating the
Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas to study and make recommendations on safely
and strategically restarting and revitalizing all aspects of the Lone Star State—work,
school, entertainment, and culture; and

WHEREAS, also on April 17, 2020, I issued Executive Order GA-16 to generally
continue through April 30, 2020, the same social-distancing restrictions and other
obligations for Texans according to federal guidelines, but also to offer a safe, strategic
first step to Open Texas; and

WHEREAS, I subsequently issued Executive Orders GA-18 and GA-21 on April 27 and
May 5, 2020, respectively, to expand the services that are reopened in Texas; and

WHEREAS, as normal business operations resume, everyone must act safely, and to that
end Executive Orders GA- 18 and GA-2 1, as well as this executive order, provide that all
persons should follow the health protocols recommended by DSHS, which whenever
achieved will mean compliance with the minimum standards for safely reopening, but
which should not be used to fault those who act in good faith but can only substantially
comply with the standards in light of scarce resources and other extenuating COVID- 19
circumstances; and

WHEREAS, in coping with the COVD-19 disaster, and especially as services are being
reopened in Texas, government officials should look for the least restrictive means of
combatting the threat to public health; and

WHEREAS, on May 7, 2020, I issued Executive Order GA-22 to remove confinement in
jail as an available penalty for non-compliance with any state or local executive order
issued in response to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, Texas must continue to protect lives while restoring livelihoods, both of
which can be achieved with the expert advice of medical professionals and business
leaders; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.0 12, the “governor may issue executive orders
hav[ing] the force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), the “governor may suspend the provisions of any
regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business ... if strict
compliance with the provisions ... would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary
action in coping with a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.017(a), the “governor may use all available resources of
state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with
a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.018(c), the “governor may control ingress and egress to
and from a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in
the area;” and
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WHEREAS, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the COVD-19
disaster is an offense punishable under Section 418.173 by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
and may be subject to regulatory enforcement;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
the following on a statewide basis effective immediately, and continuing through June 3,
2020, subject to extension based on the status of COV1D-l9 in Texas and the
recommendations of the Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas, the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, and the CDC:

hi accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt, and to
achieve the goals established by the President to reduce the spread of COVID-l 9,
every person in Texas shall, except where necessary to provide or obtain Covered
Services, minimize social gatherings and minimize in-person contact with people who
are not in the same household. People over the age of 65, however, are strongly
encouraged to stay at home as much as possible; to maintain appropriate distance
from any member of the household who has been out of the residence in the previous
14 days; and, if leaving the home, to implement social distancing and to practice good
hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation.

“Covered Services” shall consist of everything listed by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) in its
Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, Version 3.0 or any
subsequent version, plus religious services conducted in churches, congregations, and
houses of worship. These covered services are not subject to the conditions and
limitations, including occupancy or operating limits, set forth below for other covered
services.

“Covered Services” shall also consist of the following to the extent they are not
already CISA services or religious services, subject to the conditions and limitations
set forth below:

1. Retail services that may be provided through pick-up, delivery by mail, or delivery
to the customer’s doorstep.

2. In-store, non-CISA retail services, for retail establishments that operate at up to 25
percent of the total listed occupancy of the retail establishment.

3. Dine-in restaurant services, for restaurants that operate at up to 25 percent of the
total listed occupancy of the restaurant, effective until 12:01 a.m. on Friday, May
22, 2020, when this provision is superseded by the provision set forth below for
expanded dine-in restaurant services; provided, however, that
a. this applies only to restaurants that have less than 51 percent of their gross

receipts from the sale of alcoholic beverages; and
b. any components of the restaurants that have interactive functions or exhibits,

including child play areas, interactive games, and video arcades, must remain
closed.

4. Movie theaters that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed occupancy of any
individual theater for any screening; provided, however, that components of the
movie theaters that have video arcades or interactive games must remain closed.

5. Shopping malls that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed occupancy of the
shopping mall; provided, however, that within shopping malls, the food-court
dining areas, play areas, video arcades, and interactive displays and settings must

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE

t3ce O’CLOCK

MAY 182020



Governor Greg Abbott Executive Order GA-23
May 18, 2020 Page 4

remain closed.
6. Museums and libraries that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed

occupancy; provided, however, that
a. local public museums and local public libraries may so operate only if

permitted by the local government; and
b. any components of museums or libraries that have interactive functions or

exhibits, including child play areas, must remain closed.
7. Golf course operations.
8. Local government operations, including county and municipal governmental

operations relating to licensing (including marriage licenses), permitting,
recordation, and document-filing services, as determined by the local government.

9. Wedding venues and the services required to conduct weddings; provided,
however, that for weddings held indoors other than at a church, congregation, or
house of worship, the facility may operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed
occupancy of the facility.

10. Wedding reception services, for facilities that operate at up to 25 percent of the
total listed occupancy of the facility.

11. Cosmetology salons, hair salons, barber shops, nail salons/shops, and other
establishments where licensed cosmetologists or barbers practice their trade;
provided, however, that all such salons, shops, and establishments must ensure at
least six feet of social distancing between operating work stations.

12. Tanning salons; provided, however, that all such salons must ensure at least six
feet of social distancing between operating work stations.

13. Swimming poois, as determined by each pooi owner; provided, however, that
a. indoor swimming poois may operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed

occupancy of the pooi facility; and
b. outdoor swimming poois may operate at up to 25 percent of normal operating

limits as determined by the pooi owner.
14. Non-CISA services provided by office workers in offices that operate at up to the

greater of (i) ten individuals, or (ii) 25 percent of the total office workforce;
provided, however, that the individuals maintain appropriate social distancing.

15. Non-CISA manufacturing services, for facilities that operate at up to 25 percent of
the total listed occupancy of the facility.

16. Gyms and exercise facilities and classes that operate at up to 25 percent of the
total listed occupancy of the gym or exercise facility; provided, however, that
locker rooms and shower facilities must remain closed, but restrooms may open.

17. Starting immediately for all Texas counties except Deaf Smith, El Paso, Moore,
Potter, and Randall counties:
a. Massage establishments and other facilities where licensed massage therapists

or other persons licensed or otherwise authorized to practice under Chapter
455 of the Texas Occupations Code practice their trade; provided, however,
that all such facilities must ensure at 1eas six feet of social distancing between
operating work stations.

b. Personal-care and beauty services that have not already been reopened, such as
tattoo studios, piercing studios, hair removal services, and hair loss treatment
and growth services; provided, however, that (i) all such facilities must ensure
at least six feet of social distancing between operating work stations; and (ii)
to the extent such services are licensed or otherwise regulated by Texas law,
such services may operate only as permitted by Texas law.

c. Child-care services other than youth camps as described below; provided,
however, that to the extent such services are licensed or otherwise regulated
by Texas law, such services may operate only as permitted by Texas law.

18. Starting at 12:01 a.m. on Friday, May 22, 2020, for all Texas counties except Deaf
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Smith, El Paso, Moore, Potter, and Randall counties:
a. Dine-in restaurant services, for restaurants that operate at up to 50 percent of

the total listed occupancy of the restaurant; provided, however that (i) this
applies only to restaurants that have less than 5 1 percent of their gross receipts
from the sale of alcoholic beverages; and (ii) any components of the
restaurants that have interactive functions or exhibits, including child play
areas, interactive games, and video arcades, must remain closed.

b. Bars and similar establishments that are not restaurants as defined above, that
hold a permit from the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission, and that are
not otherwise expressly prohibited in this executive order, for such
establishments that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed occupancy of
the establishment; provided, however, that any components of the
establishments that have interactive functions or exhibits, including child play
areas, interactive games, and video arcades, must remain closed.

c. Aquariums, natural caverns, and similar facilities (excluding zoos) that
operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed occupancy or, for outdoor areas,
at up to 25 percent of the normal operating limits as determined by the facility
owner; provided, however, that (i) local public facilities may so operate only if
permitted by the local government; and (ii) any components of the facilities
that have interactive functions or exhibits, including child play areas, must
remain closed.

d. Bowling alleys, bingo halls, simulcast racing to the extent authorized by state
law, and skating rinks that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed
occupancy of the establishment; provided, however, that (i) bowling alleys
must ensure at least six feet of social distancing between operating lanes; and
(ii) components of the establishments that have video arcades must remain
closed.

e. Rodeos and equestrian events that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed
occupancy or, for outdoor areas, at up to 25 percent of the normal operating
limits as determined by the facility owner; provided, however, that this
authorizes only the rodeo or equestrian event and not larger gatherings, such
as county fairs, in which such an event may be held.

f. Drive-in concerts, under guidelines that facilitate appropriate social
distancing, that generally require spectators to remain in their vehicles, and
that minimize in-person contact between people who are not in the same
household or vehicle.

g. Amateur sporting events (i) at which there is no access to the general public
allowed; and (ii) for which all participants have tested negative for COVJB-19
prior to the event, are quarantined for the duration of the event, are
temperature-checked and monitored for symptoms daily, and are tested again
for COVID- 19 at the end of the event.

19. Starting at 12:01 a.m. on Friday, May 29, 2020, for Deaf Smith, El Paso, Moore,
Potter, and Randall counties:
a. All services that were restored for other Texas counties on Monday, May 18

and Friday, May 22, 2020, in numbers 17 and 18 above.
20. Starting at 12:01 a.m. on Friday, May 29, 2020, for all Texas counties:

a. Outdoor areas of zoos that operate at up to 25 percent of the normal operating
limits as determined by the zoo owner; provided, however, that (i) indoor
areas of zoos, other than restrooms, must remain closed; (ii) any components
of the zoos that have interactive functions or exhibits, including child play
areas, must remain closed; and (iii) local public zoos may so operate only if
permitted by the local government.

21. Starting at 12:01 a.m. on Sunday, May 31, 2020, for all Texas counties:
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a. Professional basketball, baseball, softball, golf, tennis, football, and car racing
events, with no spectators physically present on the premises of the venue, as
approved on a league-by-league basis by DSHS, in consultation with the
Office of the Governor and any recommendations by the advisory Strike Force
to Open Texas, based on whether the league has submitted a plan that applies
to all events and that meets the minimum health and safety standards;
provided, however, that each league must submit, along with a request for
approval in the manner prescribed by DSHS, a plan that incorporates
applicable minimum standard health protocols recommended by DSHS, as
applicable, and such additional measures as are needed to ensure a safe plan
for conducting the event.

b. Youth camps, including but not limited to those defined as such under Chapter
141 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and including all summer camps
and other daytime and overnight camps for youths.

c. Youth sports programs; provided, however, that practices may begin, but
games and similar competitions may not begin until June 15, 2020.

22. For Texas counties that have filed with DSHS, and are in compliance with, the
requisite attestation form promulgated by DSHS regarding five or fewer cases of
COVD-19, those services, establishments, and facilities listed above with 25
percent occtipancy or operating limits may, as otherwise defined and limited
above, operate at up to 50 percent.

23. Such additional services as may be enumerated by future executive orders or
proclamations by the governor.

For the Covered Services listed above with limits based on “total listed occupancy,”
the total listed occupancy limits refer to the maximum occupant load set by local or
state law, but for purposes of this executive order, staff members are not included in
determining operating levels except for non-CISA manufacturing service providers
and non-CISA services provided by office workers. The “total listed occupancy”
limits do not apply to outdoor areas, events, facilities, or establishments.
Additionally, valet services are prohibited except for vehicles with placards or plates
for disabled parking.

Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the governor may by proclamation
identify any county or counties in which Covered Services other than CISA services
and religious services are thereafter prohibited, in the governor’s sole discretion,
based on the governor’s determination in consultation with medical professionals that
only CISA services and religious services should be permitted in the county,
including based on factors such as an increase in the transmission of COVD-19 or in
the amount of COVIP- 19-related hospitalizations or fatalities.

hi providing or obtaining Covered Services, all persons (including individuals,
businesses and other organizations, and any other legal entity) should use good-faith
efforts and available resources to follow the minimum standard health protocols
recommended by DSHS, found at www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus. All persons
should also follow, to the extent not inconsistent with the DSHS minimum standards,
the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, as well as other CDC
recommendations. Individuals are encouraged to wear appropriate face coverings, but
no jurisdiction can impose a civil or criminal penalty for failure to wear a face
covering. Nothing in this executive order or the DSHS minimum standards precludes
requiring a customer wishing to obtain services to follow additional hygiene
measures.
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Religious services should be conducted in accordance with the joint guidance issued
and updated by the attorney general and governor. Nothing in this executive order,
the DSHS minimum standards, or the joint guidance issued and updated by the
attorney general and governor precludes churches, congregations, and houses of
worship from using school campuses for their religious services or other allowed
services.

Except as specifically allowed above, people shall avoid visiting interactive
amusement venues such as video arcades, amusement parks, or water parks, unless
these enumerated establishments or venues are specifically added as a Covered
Service by proclamation or future executive order of the governor. Notwithstanding
anything herein to the contrary, the governor may by proclamation add to this list of
establishments or venues that people shall avoid visiting. To the extent any of the
establishments or venues that people shall avoid visiting also offer Covered Services
permitted above, such as restaurant services, these establishments or venues can offer
only the Covered Services and may not offer any other services.

This executive order does not prohibit people from accessing Covered Services or
engaging in safe daily activities, such as going to the grocery store or gas station;
providing or obtaining other Covered Services; visiting swimming pools, parks,
beaches, rivers, or lakes; hunting or fishing; attending youth club meetings or events;
or engaging in physical activity like jogging, bicycling, or other outdoor sports, so
long as the necessary precautions are maintained to reduce the transmission of
COVID-19 and to minimize in-person contact with people who are not in the same
household.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall not
visit nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, or long-
term care facilities unless to provide critical assistance as determined through
guidance from the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). Nursing
homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, and long-term care
facilities should follow infection control policies and practices set forth by the HHSC,
including minimizing the movement of staff between facilities whenever possible.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, schools shall
remain temporarily closed to in-person classroom attendance by students for the
20 19-2020 school year, except for the following:

1. Public education students (accompanied by an adult if needed) may, as allowed by
the school consistent with the minimum standard health protocols found in
guidance issued by the Texas Education Agency (TEA), visit his or her school
campus (a) for limited non-instructional administrative tasks such as cleaning out
lockers, collecting personal belongings, and returning school items like band
instruments and books; or (b) for graduating seniors, to complete post-secondary
requirements that cannot be accomplished absent access to the school facility and
its resources, excluding any activity or assessment which can be done virtually.

2. Beginning June 1, 2020, public school districts may offer, and public education
students may accordingly visit school campuses for, in-person classroom
instructional activities and learning options, such as summer school programs,
special education evaluations, specialized assessments, and individualized
tutoring, under the minimum standard health protocols found in guidance issued
by the TEA.

3. Public education teachers and staff are encouraged to continue to work remotely
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from home if possible, but may return to schools to conduct remote video
instruction, to perform administrative duties, and, beginning June 1 , 2020, to
provide in-person classroom instructional activities and learning options as
permitted and offered by school districts, under the minimum standard health
protocols found in guidance issued by the TEA.

4. Private schools and institutions of higher education may reopen campuses and are
encouraged to establish similar standards to allow students, teachers, and staff to
return to schools for the limited purposes set forth above.

5. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, schools may conduct graduation
ceremonies consistent with the minimum standard health protocols found in
guidance issued by the TEA.

This executive order, as it pertains to cosmetology salons, hair salons, barber shops,
nail salons/shops, and other establishments where licensed cosmetologists or barbers
practice their trade, is retroactive to April 2, 2020, to the extent necessary to
supersede and nullify the existence of any prior or existing state or local executive
order, the violation of which could form the basis for confinement in jail. To the
extent any order issued by local officials in response to COVID-l9 would allow
confinement in jail of a person inconsistent with this executive order or any prior state
executive order, that order is superseded retroactive to April 2, 2020.

All existing state executive orders relating to COVID-19 are amended to eliminate
confinement in jail as an available penalty for any violation of the executive orders.
No jurisdiction can confine a person in jail as a penalty for violating any executive
order, or any order issued by local officials, in response to the COVD-19 disaster.
To the extent any order issued by local officials in response to the COVLD-l9 disaster
would allow confinement in jail, that order is superseded, and I hereby suspend all
relevant laws to the extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not confine
people in jail for violating any order issued in response to the COVD-19 disaster.
This amendment and suspension operates retroactively to April 2, 2020, and
supersedes any contrary local or state order.

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials in
response to the COVID- 19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a local order
restricts Covered Services allowed by this executive order, allows gatherings
prohibited by this executive order, or expands the list or scope of Covered Services as
set forth in this executive order. I hereby suspend Sections 418.1015(b) and 418.108
of the Texas Government Code, Chapter 81, Subchapter E of the Texas Health and
Safety Code, and any other relevant statutes, to the extent necessary to ensure that
local officials do not impose restrictions in response to the COVID-19 disaster that
are inconsistent with this executive order, provided that local officials may enforce
this executive order as well as local restrictions that are consistent with this executive
order.

This executive order supersedes Executive Orders GA-21 and GA-22, but does not
supersede Executive Orders GA-b, GA-13, GA-17, GA-19, or GA-20. This executive
order shall remain in effect and in full force until 11:59 p.m. on June 3, 2020, unless it is
modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor.
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Given under my hand this the 18th
day of May, 2020.

/

GREG ABBOTT
Governor

IUTH R. HUGH$
Secretary of State
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R. Hughs

State Capitol Room 1E.8 Secretary of State
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-2 1 relating to the expanded reopening of services as part
of the safe, strategic plan to Open Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

to the Governor

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

Attachment
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
May 5, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA21

Relating to the expanded reopening of services as part of the safe, strategic plan to
Open Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 4 18.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2020, I issued a proclamation renewing the disaster declaration
for all counties in Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health
disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and
renewed that determination on April 17, 2020; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVID-19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-Os on March 19, 2020, mandating certain
obligations for Texans in accordance with the President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for
America, as promulgated by President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) on March 16, 2020, which called upon Americans to take
actions to slow the spread of COVID-19 for 15 days; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-14 on March 31, 2020, based on the
President’s announcement that the restrictive Guidelines should extend through April 30,
2020, in light of advice from Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr. Deborah Birx, and also based
on guidance by DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and Dr. Birx that the spread of
COVID-19 can be reduced by minimizing social gatherings; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA- 14 superseded Executive Order GA-OS and expanded
the social-distancing restrictions and other obligations for Texans, aimed at slowing the
spread of COVID-19 and protecting public health and safety; and

WHEREAS, after more than two weeks of having in effect the heightened restrictions
like those required by Executive Order GA-14, which had saved lives, it was clear that
the disease still presented a serious threat across Texas that could persist in certain areas,
but also that COVTD-19 had wrought havoc on many Texas businesses and workers
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affected by the restrictions that were necessary to protect human life; and

WHEREAS, on April 17, 2020, 1 therefore issued Executive Order GA-17, creating the
Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas to study and make recommendations on safely
and strategically restarting and revitalizing all aspects of the Lone Star State—work,
school, entertainment, and culture; and

WHEREAS, also on April 17, 2020, I issued Executive Order GA-16 to generally
continue through April 30, 2020, the same social-distancing restrictions and other
obligations for Texans according to federal guidelines, but also to offer a safe, strategic
first step to Open Texas, including permitting retail pick-up and delivery services; and

WHEREAS, I subsequently issued Executive Order GA-18 on April 27, 2020, to expand
the services that are reopened in Texas, including allowing in-store retail and dine-in
restaurant services at establishments operating within specific capacity limits; and

WHEREAS, as normal business operations resume, everyone must act safely, and to that
end Executive Order GA- 18 and this executive order provide that all persons should
follow the health protocols recommended by DSHS, which whenever achieved will
mean compliance with the minimum standards for safely reopening, but which should
not be used to fault those who act in good faith but can only substantially comply with
the standards in light of scarce resources and other extenuating COVJD-19
circumstances; and

WHEREAS, Texas must continue to protect lives while restoring livelihoods, both of
which can be achieved with the expert advice of medical professionals and business
leaders; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.0 11 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.012, the “governor may issue executive orders
hav[ing] the force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), the “governor may suspend the provisions of any
regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business ... if strict
compliance with the provisions ... would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary
action in coping with a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.017(a), the “governor may use all available resources of
state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with
a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.018(c), the “governor may control ingress and egress to
and from a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in
the area;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.173, failure to comply with any executive order issued
during the COVD- 19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
the following on a statewide basis effective immediately, and continuing through May 19,
2020, subject to extension based on the status of COVD-19 in Texas and the
recommendations of the Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas, the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, and the CDC:

In accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt, and to
achieve the goals established by the President to reduce the spread of COVID-19,
every person in Texas shall, except where necessary to provide or obtain essential
services or reopened services, minimize social gatherings and minimize in-person
contact with people who are not in the same household. People over the age of 65,
however, are strongly encouraged to stay at home as much as possible; to maintain
appropriate distance from any member of the household who has been out of the
residence in the previous 14 days; and, if leaving the home, to implement social
distancing and to practice good hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation.

“Essential services” shall consist of everything listed by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) in its Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workforce, Version 3.0 or any subsequent version, plus religious services conducted
in churches, congregations, and houses of worship. Other essential services may be
added to this list with the approval of the Texas Division of Emergency Management
(TDEM). TDEM shall maintain an online list of essential services, as specified in
this executive order and any approved additions. Requests for additions should be
directed to TDEM at EssentialServices@tdem.texas.gov or by visiting the TDEM
website at www.tdem.texas.gov/essentialservices.

“Reopened services” shall consist of the following to the extent they are not already
“essential services:”

1. Retail services that may be provided through pick-up, delivery by mail, or delivery
to the customer’s doorstep.

2. In-store retail services, for retail establishments that operate at up to 25 percent of
the total listed occupancy of the retail establishment.

3. Dine-in restaurant services, for restaurants that operate at up to 25 percent of the
total listed occupancy of the restaurant; provided, however, that

a. this applies only to restaurants that have less than 51 percent of their gross
receipts from the sale of alcoholic beverages;

b. the occupancy limits do not apply to customers seated in outdoor areas of
the restaurant; and

c. valet services are prohibited except for vehicles with placards or plates for
disabled parking.

4. Movie theaters that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed occupancy of any
individual theater for any screening.

5. Shopping malls that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed occupancy of the
shopping mall; provided, however, that within shopping malls, the food-court
dining areas, play areas, and interactive displays and settings must remain closed.

6. Museums and libraries that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed
occupancy; provided, however, that

a. local public museums and local public libraries may so operate only if
permitted by the local government, and

b. any components of museums or libraries that have interactive functions or
exhibits, including child play areas, must remain closed.
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7. Services provided by an individual working alone in an office, effective until
12:01 a.m. on Monday, May 1$, 2020, when this single-person office provision is
superseded by the expanded office-based services provision set forth below.

8. Golf course operations.
9. Local government operations, including county and municipal governmental

operations relating to permitting, recordation, and document-filing services, as
determined by the local government.

10. Wedding venues and the services required to conduct weddings; provided,
however, that for weddings held indoors other than at a church, congregation, or
house of worship, the facility may operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed
occupancy of the facility.

11. Wedding reception services, for facilities that operate at up to 25 percent of the
total listed occupancy of the facility; provided, however, that the occupancy limits
do not apply to the outdoor areas of a wedding reception or to outdoor wedding
receptions.

12. Starting at 12:01 a.m. on Friday, May 8, 2020:
a. Cosmetology salons, hair salons, barber shops, nail salons/shops, and other

establishments where licensed cosmetologists or barbers practice their
trade; provided, however, that all such salons, shops, and establishments
must ensure at least six feet of social distancing between operating work
stations.

b. Tanning salons; provided, however, that all such salons must ensure at
least six feet of social distancing between operating work stations.

c. Swimming pools; provided, however, that (1) indoor swimming poois may
operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed occupancy of the pooi facility;
(ii) outdoor swimming pools may operate at up to 25 percent of normal
operating limits as determined by the pooi operator; and (iii) local public
swimming pools may so operate only if permitted by the local government.

13. Starting at 12:01 a.m. on Monday, May 18, 2020:
a. Services provided by office workers in offices that operate at up to the

greater of (i) five individuals, or (ii) 25 percent of the total office
workforce; provided, however, that the individuals maintain appropriate
social distancing.

b. Manufacturing services, for facilities that operate at up to 25 percent of the
total listed occupancy of the facility.

c. Gyms and exercise facilities and classes that operate at up to 25 percent of
the total listed occupancy of the gym or exercise facility; provided,
however, that locker rooms and shower facilities must remain closed, but
restrooms may open.

14. For Texas counties that have filed with DSHS, and are in compliance with, the
requisite attestation form promulgated by DSHS regarding five or fewer cases of
COVID- 19, those in-store retail services, dine-in restaurant services, movie
theaters, shopping malls, museums and libraries, indoor wedding venues, wedding
reception services, swimming pools, services provided by office workers in
offices of more than five individuals, manufacturing services, and gyms and
exercise facilities and classes, as otherwise defined and limited above, may
operate at up to 50 percent (as opposed to 25 percent).

15. Such additional services as may be enumerated by future executive orders or
proclamations by the governor.

The conditions and limitations set forth above for reopened services shall not apply to
essential services. The total listed occupancy limits described above refer to the
maximum occupant load set by local or state law, but for purposes of this executive
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order, staff members are not included in determining operating levels except for non-
essential manufacturing service providers and services provided by office workers.
Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the governor may by proclamation
identify any county or counties in which reopened services are thereafter prohibited,
in the governor’s sole discretion, based on the governor’s determination in
consultation with medical professionals that only essential services should be
permitted in the county, including based on factors such as an increase in the
transmission of COVJD-19 or in the amount of COVID-19-related hospitalizations or
fatalities.

In providing or obtaining essential services or reopened services, all persons
(including individuals, businesses and other organizations, and any other legal entity)
should use good-faith efforts and available resources to follow the minimum standard
health protocols recommended by DSHS, found at www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus.
All persons should also follow, to the extent not inconsistent with the DSHS
minimum standards, the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, as well as other
CDC recommendations. Individuals are encouraged to wear appropriate face
coverings, but no jurisdiction can impose a civil or criminal penalty for failure to wear
a face covering. Nothing in this executive order or the DSHS minimum standards
precludes requiring a customer wishing to obtain services to follow additional hygiene
measures.

Religious services should be conducted in accordance with the joint guidance issued
and updated by the attorney general and governor.

People shall avoid visiting bars, massage establishments, tattoo studios, piercing
studios, sexually oriented businesses, or interactive amusement venues such as
bowling alleys, video arcades, amusement parks, water parks, or splash pads, unless
these enumerated establishments or venues are specifically added as a reopened
service by proclamation or future executive order of the governor. Notwithstanding
anything herein to the contrary, the governor may by proclamation add to this list of
establishments or venues that people shall avoid visiting. To the extent any of the
establishments or venues that people shall avoid visiting also offer reopened services
permitted above, such as restaurant services, these establishments or venues can offer
only the reopened services and may not offer any other services. The use of drive
thru, pickup, or delivery options for food and drinks remains allowed and highly
encouraged throughout the limited duration of this executive order.

This executive order does not prohibit people from accessing essential or reopened
services or engaging in essential daily activities, such as going to the grocery store or
gas station; providing or obtaining other essential or reopened services; visiting
swimming pools, parks, beaches, rivers, or lakes; hunting or fishing; or engaging in
physical activity like jogging, bicycling, or other outdoor sports, so long as the
necessary precautions are maintained to reduce the transmission of COVID- 19 and to
minimize in-person contact with people who are not in the same household.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall not
visit nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, or long-
term care facilities unless to provide critical assistance as determined through
guidance from the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). Nursing
homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, and long-term care
facilities should follow infection control policies and practices set forth by the HHSC,
including minimizing the movement of staff between facilities whenever possible.
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In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, schools shall
remain temporarily closed to in-person classroom attendance by students and shall not
recommence before the end of the 20 1 9-2020 school year, except that a student
(accompanied by an adult if needed) may, as allowed by the school consistent with the
minimum standard health protocols found in guidance issued by the Texas Education
Agency (TEA), visit his or her school campus (a) for limited non-instructional
administrative tasks such as cleaning out lockers, collecting personal belongings, and
returning school items like band instruments and books; or (b) for graduating seniors,
to complete post-secondary requirements that cannot be accomplished absent access
to the school facility and its resources, excluding any activity or assessment which can
be done virtually. Public education teachers and staff are encouraged to continue to
work remotely from home if possible, but may return to schools to conduct remote
video instruction, as well as perform administrative duties, under the minimum
standard health protocols found in guidance issued by the TEA. Private schools and
institutions of higher education should establish similar standards to allow teachers
and staff to return to schools to conduct remote video instruction and perform
administrative duties when it is not possible to do so remotely from home.
Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, schools may conduct graduation
ceremonies consistent with the minimum standard health protocols found in guidance
issued by the TEA. Nothing in this executive order, the DSHS minimum standards,
or the joint guidance issued and updated by the attorney general and governor
precludes churches, congregations, and houses of worship from using school
campuses for their religious services or other allowed services.

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials in
response to the COVID-19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a local order
restricts essential services or reopened services allowed by this executive order,
allows gatherings prohibited by this executive order, or expands the list of essential
services or the list or scope of reopened services as set forth in this executive order. I
hereby suspend Sections 418.1015(b) and 418.108 of the Texas Government Code,
Chapter 81, Subchapter E of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and any other
relevant statutes, to the extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not impose
restrictions in response to the COVID-19 disaster that are inconsistent with this
executive order, provided that local officials may enforce this executive order as well
as local restrictions that are consistent with this executive order.

This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA-18, but does not supersede
Executive Orders GA-b, GA-13, GA-17, GA-19, or GA-20. This executive order shall
remain in effect and in full force until 11:59 p.m. on May 19, 2020, unless it is modified,
amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor.

Given under my hand this the 5th
day of May, 2020.
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ATTES BY:

UTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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April 27, 2020

GOVERNOR

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:
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Secretary of State

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-18 relating to the expanded reopening of services as part
of the safe, strategic plan to Open Texas in response to the COVID- 19 disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

Respectfully submitted,

S

GREG ABBOTT

ye Clerk to the Governor

GSD/gsd
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
April 27, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA18

Relating to the expaizded reopening of services as part of the safe, strategic plan to
Open Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2020, I issued a proclamation renewing the disaster declaration
for all counties in Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVD- 19 represents a public health
disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and
renewed that determination on April 17, 2020; and

WHEREAS, I have issued executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response to
COVID-19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, mandating certain
obligations for Texans in accordance with the President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for
America, as promulgated by President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) on March 16, 2020, which called upon Americans to take
actions to slow the spread of COVID-19 for 15 days; and

WHEREAS, shortly before Executive Order GA-08 expired, I issued Executive Order
GA- 14 on March 31, 2020, based on the President’s announcement that the restrictive
social-distancing Guidelines should extend through April 30, 2020, in light of advice
from Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr. Deborah Birx, and also based on guidance by DSHS
Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and Dr. Birx that the spread of COVD-19 can be reduced
by minimizing social gatherings; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-14 superseded Executive Order GA-08 and expanded
the social-distancing restrictions and other obligations for Texans that are aimed at
slowing the spread of COVID- 19, including by limiting social gatherings and in-person
contact with people (other than those in the same household) to providing or obtaining
“essential services,” and by expressly adopting federal guidance that provides a list of
critical-infrastructure sectors, workers, and functions that should continue as “essential
services” during the COVID-19 response; and
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WHEREAS, after more than two weeks of having in effect the heightened restrictions
like those required by Executive Order GA-14, which have saved lives, it was clear that
the disease still presented a serious threat across Texas that could persist in certain areas,
but also that COVID-19 had wrought havoc on many Texas businesses and workers
affected by the restrictions that were necessary to protect human life; and

WHEREAS, on April 17, 2020, I therefore issued Executive Order GA-l7, creating the
Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas to study and make recommendations on safely
and strategically restarting and revitalizing all aspects of the Lone Star State—work,
school, entertainment, and culture; and

WHEREAS, also on April 17, 2020, I issued Executive Order GA-16 to replace
Executive Order GA- 14, and while Executive Order GA- 16 generally continued through
April 30, 2020, the same social-distancing restrictions and other obligations for Texans
according to federal guidelines, it offered a safe, strategic first step to Open Texas,
including permitting retail pick-up and delivery services; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-16 is set to expire at 11:59 p.m. on April 30, 2020; and

WHEREAS, Texas must continue to protect lives while restoring livelihoods, both of
which can be achieved with the expert advice of medical professionals and business
leaders; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.0 11 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the “governor may issue executive orders
hav[ingl the force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.016(a), the “governor may suspend the provisions of any
regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business ... if strict
compliance with the provisions ... would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary
action in coping with a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.017(a), the “governor may use all available resources of
state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with
a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.018(c), the “governor may control ingress and egress to
and from a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in
the area;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.173, failure to comply with any executive order issued
during the COVID-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
the following on a statewide basis effective immediately, and continuing through May 15,
2020, subject to extension based on the status of COVID-19 in Texas and the
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recommendations of the Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas, the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, and the CDC:

1_n accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt, and to achieve
the goals established by the President to reduce the spread of COVD-19, every person in
Texas shall, except where necessary to provide or obtain essential services or reopened
services, minimize social gatherings and minimize in-person contact with people who
are not in the same household. People over the age of 65, however, are strongly
encouraged to stay at home as much as possible; to maintain appropriate distance from
any member of the household who has been out of the residence in the previous 14 days;
and, if leaving the home, to implement social distancing and to practice good hygiene,
environmental cleanliness, and sanitation.

“Essential services” shall consist of everything listed by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) in its Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workforce, Version 3.0 or any subsequent version, plus religious services conducted in
churches, congregations, and houses of worship. Other essential services may be added
to this list with the approval of the Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM).
TDEM shall maintain an online list of essential services, as specified in this executive
order and any approved additions. Requests for additions should be directed to TDEM
at EssentialServices@tdem.texas.gov or by visiting the TDEM website at
www.tdem.texas.gov/essentialservices.

“Reopened services” shall consist of the following to the extent they are not already
“essential services:”

1. Retail services that may be provided through pickup, delivery by mail, or delivery
to the customer’s doorstep.

2. Starting at 12:01 a.m. on Friday, May 1, 2020:
a) In-store retail services, for retail establishments that operate at up to 25

percent of the total listed occupancy of the retail establishment.
b) Dine-in restaurant services, for restaurants that operate at up to 25 percent of

the total listed occupancy of the restaurant; provided, however, that (a) this
applies only to restaurants that have less than 51 percent of their gross receipts
from the sale of alcoholic beverages and are therefore not required to post the
51 percent sign required by Texas law as determined by the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission, and (b) valet services are prohibited except for
vehicles with placards or plates for disabled parking.

c) Movie theaters that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed occupancy of
any individual theater for any screening.

d) Shopping malls that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed occupancy of
the shopping mall; provided, however, that within shopping malls, the food-
court dining areas, play areas, and interactive displays and settings must
remain closed.

e) Museums and libraries that operate at up to 25 percent of the total listed
occupancy; provided, however, that (a) local public museums and local public
libraries may so operate only if permitted by the local government, and (b) any
components of museums or libraries that have interactive functions or
exhibits, including child play areas, must remain closed.

t) For Texas counties that have filed with DSHS, and are in compliance with, the
requisite attestation form promulgated by DSHS regarding five or fewer cases
of COVID- 19, those in-store retail services, dine-in restaurant services, movie
theaters, shopping malls, and museums and libraries, as otherwise defined and
limited above, may operate at up to 50 percent (as opposed to 25 percent) of
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the total listed occupancy.
g) Services provided by an individual working alone in an office.
h) Golf course operations.
i) Local government operations, including county and municipal governmental

operations relating to permitting, recordation, and document-filing services, as
determined by the local government.

j) Such additional services as may be enumerated by future executive orders or
proclamations by the governor.

The conditions and limitations set forth above for reopened services shall not apply to
essential services. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, the governor may by
proclamation identify any county or counties in which reopened services are thereafter
prohibited, in the governor’s sole discretion, based on the governor’s determination in
consultation with medical professionals that only essential services should be permitted
in the county, including based on factors such as an increase in the transmission of
COVTD-l 9 or in the amount of COVID- 19-related hospitalizations or fatalities.

In providing or obtaining essential services or reopened services, people and businesses
should follow the minimum standard health protocols recommended by DSHS, found at
www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus, and should implement social distancing, work from
home if possible, and practice good hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation.
This includes also following, to the extent not inconsistent with the DSHS minimum
standards, the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, as well as other CDC
recommendations. Individuals are encouraged to wear appropriate face coverings, but
no jurisdiction can impose a civil or criminal penalty for failure to wear a face covering.

Religious services should be conducted in accordance with the joint guidance issued and
updated by the attorney general and governor.

People shall avoid visiting bars, gyms, public swimming pools, interactive amusement
venues such as bowling alleys and video arcades, massage establishments, tattoo studios,
piercing studios, or cosmetology salons. The use of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery
options for food and drinks remains allowed and highly encouraged throughout the
limited duration of this executive order.

This executive order does not prohibit people from accessing essential or reopened
services or engaging in essential daily activities, such as going to the grocery store or gas
station, providing or obtaining other essential or reopened services, visiting parks,
hunting or fishing, or engaging in physical activity like jogging, bicycling, or other
outdoor sports, so long as the necessary precautions are maintained to reduce the
transmission of COVID-19 and to minimize in-person contact with people who are not
in the same household.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall not visit
nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, or long-term care
facilities unless to provide critical assistance as determined through guidance from the
Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). Nursing homes, state
supported living centers, assisted living facilities, and long-term care facilities should
follow infection control policies and practices set forth by the HHSC, including
minimizing the movement of staff between facilities whenever possible.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, schools shall remain
temporarily closed to in-person classroom attendance by students and shall not
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recommence before the end of the 2019-2020 school year. Public education teachers and
staff are encouraged to continue to work remotely from home if possible, but may return
to schools to conduct remote video instruction, as well as perform administrative duties,
under the strict terms required by the Texas Education Agency. Private schools and
institutions of higher education should establish similar terms to allow teachers and staff
to return to schools to conduct remote video instruction and perform administrative
duties when it is not possible to do so remotely from home.

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials in
response to the COVID-19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a local order restricts
essential services or reopened services allowed by this executive order, allows gatherings
prohibited by this executive order, or expands the list of essential services or the list or
scope of reopened services as set forth in this executive order. I hereby suspend Sections
418.1015(b) and 418.10$ of the Texas Government Code, Chapter 81, Subchapter E of
the Texas Health and Safety Code, and any other relevant statutes, to the extent
necessary to ensure that local officials do not impose restrictions inconsistent with this
executive order, provided that local officials may enforce this executive order as well as
local restrictions that are consistent with this executive order.

This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA-16, but does not supersede
Executive Orders GA-b, GA-il, GA-l2, GA-13, GA-15, or GA-17. This executive
order shall remain in effect and in full force until 11:59 p.m. on May 15, 2020, unless it is
modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor.

Given under my hand this the 27th
day of April, 2020.

GREG ABBOTT
Governor
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The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs

72020

eccy of State

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-17 relating to the establishment of the Governor’s Strike
Force to Open Texas.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

GREG ABBOTT

submitted,

Clerk to the Governor

Attachment
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
April 17, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA17

Relating to the establishment of the Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas.

WHEREAS, 1, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2020, I issued a proclamation renewing the disaster declaration
for all counties in Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health
disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, I have issued numerous executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in
response to COVD-19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring
an effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-14, issued on March 31, 2020, mandated certain
social-distancing restrictions and other obligations for Texans that are aimed at slowing
the spread of COVID-19 according to federal guidelines; and

WHEREAS, although many lives have been saved because of social-distancing
restrictions like those required by Executive Order GA-14, more than 400 Texans have
lost their lives because of COVLD-19, and the disease still presents a serious threat
across Texas that could persist in certain areas; and

WHEREAS, apart from the threats to health and safety, COVTD-19 has also wrought
havoc on the many Texas businesses and workers affected by social-distancing
restrictions that were necessary to protect human life; and

WHEREAS, over one million unemployment claims have been filed during the COVIB
19 disaster by conscientious Texans who want to get back to work as soon as it is safe to
do so; and

WHEREAS, Texas must protect lives while restoring livelihoods, both of which can be
achieved with the expert advice of medical professionals and business leaders; and

WHEREAS, today I have issued Executive Order GA-16 to replace Executive Order GA
14, and while it generally continues to mandate the same social-distancing restrictions
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and other obligations for Texans according to federal guidelines, Executive Order GA-
16 offers a safe, strategic first step to Open Texas by permitting, starting on Friday, April
24, 2020, retail pick-up and delivery services under the strict conditions required by
DSHS, and it also makes clear that teachers and staff can return to schools to conduct
remote video instruction and perform administrative duties under certain restrictions;
and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.012, the “governor may issue executive orders
hav[ing] the force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.017(a), the “governor may use all available resources of
state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with
a disaster.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
the following:

Creation and Duties. The Governor’s Strike Force to Open Texas, hereafter referred
to as the Strike Force, is hereby created to advise the governor on safely and
strategically restarting and revitalizing all aspects of the Lone Star State—work,
school, entertainment, and culture. The Strike Force will represent a collaboration
among medical professionals and public and private leaders, and shall have as its
principal charges the following advisory duties, as well as any other advisory tasks
assigned by the governor:

1. Study and make recommendations, in consultation with state health officials, for
revitalizing the Texas economy during our recovery from the COVID-19 disaster,
including without limitation on the following topics:

a. Safely reopening Texas businesses across a variety of sectors in a strategic,
healthy, and productive manner that protects workers and consumers,
especially our most vulnerable populations, while also spurring economic
recovery and growth;

b. Providing the necessary training and resources, based on White House and
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention best practices, to position Texas
workers and businesses to recover from and thrive after the COVIB- 19
disaster;

c. Re-stabilizing individuals and families who have been economically affected
by the COVD-19 disaster;

d. Safely and responsibly revitalizing key Texas institutions, including without
limitation those focused on workforce and economic development, education,
health care, energy, infrastructure, and arts, culture, and entertainment;

e. Maximizing the use of federal funding and other available resources to
recharge the Texas economy;

f. Restoring health care services for Texans as soon as reasonably practicable for
each type of service in light of the health and safety concerns and in
consultation with each applicable state regulatory agency;
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g. Spurring the recovery and growth of small businesses in Texas;
h. Advancing economic growth in rural communities in Texas;
i. Ensuring fiscal responsibility and accountability in the coming phases of

economic revitalization, including the expeditious and efficient deployment of
resources provided by the federal government through stimulus programs; and

j. Keeping Texas the top destination for businesses looking to move or reopen.

2. Study and make recommendations, in consultation with state health officials, to
safely ease restrictions on Texas businesses in the aftermath of the spread of
COVID-19, including without limitation the restrictions imposed by my executive
orders and those imposed by local officials; and

3. lii coordination with the Office of the Governor, collaborate with key partners,
including state leaders, state regulatory agencies, local governments and entities,
and private-sector professionals, in studying and making recommendations of
strategies and best practices for economic revitalization.

hninediate Deadlines. With Executive Order GA-16 set to expire on April 30, 2020,
and given my expectation that it will not be extended in its current form, the Strike
Force must provide immediate and ongoing recommendations consistent with the
advisory duties outlined above, including advice regarding the safe reopening of
Texas businesses in a strategic, healthy, and productive manner. This shall include
recommendations about any prudent reopening measures that can be implemented
between now and May 1, 2020. This advice should include the types of businesses
and services to reopen, the extent to which the providers of those services may
function, and any restrictions that should be placed upon those services and service
providers.

Chief Operating Officer. The governor will designate a chief operating officer of the
Strike Force, who will be employed by the Office of the Governor and perform all
Strike Force duties as a state employee. The chief operating officer will coordinate
Strike Force duties consistent with the provisions of this executive order, and act
solely in an advisory capacity as it relates to Strike Force duties.

Chief Medical Advisors Working Group. The Strike Force shall include a working
group consisting of chief medical advisors to advise the chief operating officer and
other parts of the Strike Force concerning the health and medical evidence relevant
to the Strike Force’s duties. The chief medical advisors will be invited to serve by
the governor. The working group and its members will assist in fulfilling the Strike
Force duties, and act solely in an advisory capacity.

Working Groups. The chief operating officer may create such additional working
groups, consisting of state, local, and other officials providing their advice and
assistance, as the chief operating officer deems appropriate. The additional working
groups should address at least the following topics: Workforce, Economic
Development, and International Trade; Education; Fiscal Accountability; Energy;
Arts, Culture, and Entertainment; Health Care Systems; Infrastructure; and
Emergency Management and Supply Chain. These working group members will be
invited to serve by the chief operating officer, and each working group will be led by
one or more leaders. These working groups and their members will assist in
fulfilling the Strike Force duties, and act solely in an advisory capacity.

State Officials. The Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the House of
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Representatives, the Attorney General, and the Comptroller have agreed to serve as
consulting members of the Strike Force. The governor will consult with the elected
state officials as necessary and appropriate concerning advice and recommendations.
The elected state officials will act solely in an advisory capacity as it relates to all
Strike Force duties.

Meetings. The Strike Force may meet, by telephone or videoconference, at the call
of the governor or the chief operating officer. No quorum requirements or meeting
formalities shall be required for this advisory body or any of its subparts.

Vacancies and Additions. The governor may invite people to fill any vacancies that
occur, may invite additional members, and may create and fill additional Strike Force
positions as needed.

Administrative Support. The Office of the Governor shall provide administrative
support for the Strike Force. All state agencies are hereby directed to cooperate with
and assist the Strike Force in the performance of its duties.

Other Provisions. Any state or local government employees serving on the Strike
Force do so in addition to the regular duties of their respective positions. Members
of the Strike Force, other than the chief operating officer and any other employees
within the Office of the Governor assigned to support the chief operating officer or
the Strike Force, shall serve without salary or compensatory per diem. All Strike
Force members who are providing their advice and assistance on a volunteer basis
are doing so at the request and invitation of the governor and the Office of the
Governor. All Strike Force members shall act solely in an advisory capacity. The
criminal penalty provisions set forth in any emergency management plan under
Section 418.173 of the Texas Government Code do not apply to this executive order.

This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force until modified, amended,
rescinded, or superseded by the governor.

Given under my hand this the 17th
day of April, 2020.

GREG ABBOTT
Governor

TUTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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GOVERNOR

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room IE.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:
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Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA- 16 relating to the safe, strategic reopening of select
services as the first step to Open Texas in response to the COVID-19 disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

S

GREG ABBOTT

Respectfully submitted,

lerk to the Governor
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
April 17, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA16

Relating to the safe, strategic reopening of select services as the first step to

Open Texas in response to tile COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying tinder Section 4 18.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID- 19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2020, 1 issued a proclamation renewing the disaster declaration
for all counties in Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS), Dr. John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health
disaster within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, I have issued numerous executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in
response to COVID- 19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring
an effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, mandating certain
obligations for Texans in accordance with the President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for
America, as promulgated by President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) on March 16, 2020, which called upon Americans to take
actions to slow the spread of COVID-19 for 15 days; and

WHEREAS, shortly before Executive Order GA-08 expired, I issued Executive Order
GA- 14 on March 31, 2020, based on the President’s announcement that the restrictive
social-distancing Guidelines should extend through April 30, 2020, in light of advice
from Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr. Deborah Birx, and also based on guidance by DSHS
Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator Dr.
Birx that the spread of COVTD-19 can be reduced by minimizing social gatherings; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA- 14 superseded Executive Order GA-08 and expanded
the social-distancing restrictions and other obligations for Texans that are aimed at
slowing the spread of COVLD-19, including by limiting social gatherings and in-person
contact with people (other than those in the same household) to providing or obtaining
“essential services,” and by expressly adopting the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security’s March 28, 2020 Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce,
Version 2.0, which provides a list of critical-infrastructure sectors, workers, and
functions that should continue as “essential services” during the COVTD-19 response;
and
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WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-14 therefore restricts non-essential services during the
COVID-19 disaster; and

WHEREAS, although many lives have been saved because of social-distancing
restrictions like those required by Executive Order GA-14, more than 400 Texans have
lost their lives because of COVID-19, and the disease still presents a serious threat
across Texas that could persist in certain areas; and

WHEREAS, apart from the threats to health and safety, COVID-19 has also wrought
havoc on the many Texas businesses and workers affected by social-distancing
restrictions that were necessary to protect human life; and

WHEREAS, over one million unemployment claims have been filed during the COVID
19 disaster by conscientious Texans who want to get back to work as soon as it is safe to
do so; and

WHEREAS, Texas must protect lives while restoring livelihoods, both of which can be
achieved with the expert advice of medical professionals and business leaders; and

WHEREAS, today I am also issuing Executive Order GA-17, creating the Governor’s
Strike Force to Open Texas to study and make recommendations on safely and
strategically restarting and revitalizing all aspects of the Lone Star State—work, school,
entertainment, and culture; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.012, the “governor may issue executive orders
hav[ingj the force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), the “governor may suspend the provisions of any
regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business ... if strict
compliance with the provisions ... would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary
action in coping with a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.017(a), the “governor may use all available resources of
state government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with
a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.018(c), the “governor may control ingress and egress to
and from a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in
the area;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418. 173, failure to comply with any executive order issued
during the COVID-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
the following on a statewide basis effective immediately, and continuing through April
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30, 2020, subject to extension based on the status of COV1D-19 in Texas and the
recommendations of the CDC and the White House Coronavirus Task Force:

In accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt, and to
achieve the goals established by the President to reduce the spread of COVID-19,
every person in Texas shall, except where necessary to provide or obtain essential
services or reopened services, minimize social gatherings and minimize in-person
contact with people who are not in the same household.

“Essential services” shall consist of everything listed by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) in its Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workforce, Version 2.0 or any subsequent version, plus religious services conducted
in churches, congregations, and houses of worship. Other essential services may be
added to this list with the approval of the Texas Division of Emergency Management
(TDEM). TDEM shall maintain an online list of essential services, as specified in
this executive order and any approved additions. Requests for additions should be
directed to TDEM at EssentialServices@tdem.texas.gov or by visiting
www.tdem.texas.gov/essentialservices.

“Reopened services” shall consist of:

• Starting at 12:01 a.m. on Friday, April 24, 2020, retail services that are not
“essential services,” but that may be provided through pickup, delivery by mail,
or delivery to the customer’s doorstep in strict compliance with the terms
required by DSHS. The DSHS requirements may be found at
www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus.

• Such additional services as may be enumerated by future executive orders or
proclamations by the governor.

In providing or obtaining essential services or reopened services, people and
businesses should follow the Guidelines from the President and the CDC by
practicing good hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation, implementing
social distancing, and working from home if possible. In particular, all such services
should be provided through remote telework from home unless they cannot be
provided through remote telework. Religious services should be conducted in
accordance with the Guidelines for Houses of Worship During the COVID-19 Crisis,
as promulgated by the attorney general and governor.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall avoid
eating or drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts, or visiting gyms, massage
establishments, tattoo studios, piercing studios, or cosmetology salons; provided,
however, that the use of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options for food and drinks is
allowed and highly encouraged throughout the limited duration of this executive
order.

This executive order does not prohibit people from accessing essential or reopened
services or engaging in essential daily activities, such as going to the grocery store or
gas station, providing or obtaining other essential or reopened services, visiting parks,
hunting or fishing, or engaging in physical activity like jogging or bicycling, so long
as the necessary precautions are maintained to reduce the transmission of COVIB- 19
and to minimize in-person contact with people who are not in the same household.
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In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall not
visit nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, or long-
term care facilities unless to provide critical assistance as determined through
guidance from the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). Nursing
homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, and long-term care
facilities should follow infection control policies and practices set forth by the HHSC,
including minimizing the movement of staff between facilities whenever possible.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, schools shall
remain temporarily closed to in-person classroom attendance by students and shall not
recommence before the end of the 2019-2020 school year. Public education teachers
and staff are encouraged to continue to work remotely from home if possible, but may
return to schools to conduct remote video instruction, as well as perform
administrative duties, under the strict terms required by the Texas Education Agency.
Private schools and institutions of higher education should establish similar terms to
allow teachers and staff to return to schools to conduct remote video instruction and
perform administrative duties when it is not possible to do so remotely from home.

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials in
response to the COVD-19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a local order
restricts essential services or reopened services allowed by this executive order or
allows gatherings prohibited by this executive order. I hereby suspend Sections
418.10 15(b) and 418.10$ of the Texas Government Code, Chapter 81, Subchapter E
of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and any other relevant statutes, to the extent
necessary to ensure that local officials do not impose restrictions inconsistent with
this executive order, provided that local officials may enforce this executive order as
well as local restrictions that are consistent with this executive order.

This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA- 14, but does not supersede
Executive Orders GA-09, GA-b, GA-li, GA-12, GA-13, or GA-15. This executive
order shall remain in effect and in full force until 11:59 p.m. on April 30, 2020, unless it
is modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor.

Given under my hand this the 17th
day of April, 2020.

GREG ABBOTT
Governor

RUTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE
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GOVERNOR
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The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room 1E.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:
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Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-l5 relating to hospital capacity during the COVID-19
disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

GREG ABBOTT

Respectfully submitted,

k to the Governor
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas
April 17, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA15

Relating to hospital capacity during the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 4 18.014 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVJD-19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the
State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2020, I issued a proclamation renewing the disaster declaration
for all counties in Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services, Dr.
John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health disaster
within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, I have issued numerous executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in
response to COVID- 19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring
an effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, a shortage of hospital capacity or personal protective equipment would
hinder efforts to cope with the COVID-19 disaster; and

WHEREAS, hospital capacity and personal protective equipment were being depleted by
surgeries and procedures that were not medically necessary to correct a serious medical
condition or to preserve the life of a patient, contrary to recommendations from the
President’s Coronavirus Task Force, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the
U.S. Surgeon General, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services; and

WHEREAS, various hospital licensing requirements would stand in the way of
implementing increased occupancy in the event of surge needs for hospital capacity due
to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-09 on March 22, 2020, in an effort to avoid a
shortage of hospital capacity or personal protective equipment, and it is subject to
expiration at 11:59 p.m. on April 21, 2020, absent further action by the governor; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting ... the dangers to the state and
people presented by disasters” under Section 418.011 of the Texas Government Code,
and the legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility;
and
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WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.012, the “governor may issue executive orders
hav[ingJ the force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.016(a), the “governor may suspend the provisions of any
regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business or the orders
or rules of a state agency if strict compliance with the provisions, orders, or rules would
in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.173, failure to comply with any executive order issued
during the COV1D-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000,
confinement in jail for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order
the following on a statewide basis beginning at 11:59 p.m. on April 21, 2020, and
continuing until 11:59 p.m. on May 8, 2020:

All licensed health care professionals and all licensed health care facilities shall
postpone all surgeries and procedures that are not medically necessary to diagnose or
correct a serious medical condition of, or to preserve the life of, a patient who without
timely performance of the surgery or procedure would be at risk for serious adverse
medical consequences or death, as determined by the patient’s physician; provided,
however, that this prohibition shall not apply to either of the following:

• any procedure that, if performed in accordance with the commonly accepted
standard of clinical practice, would not deplete the hospital capacity or the
personal protective equipment needed to cope with the COVID-19 disaster; or

• any surgery or procedure performed in a licensed health care facility that has
certified in writing to the Texas Health and Human Services Commission both:
(1) that it will reserve at least 25% of its hospital capacity for treatment of
COVID-19 patients, accounting for the range of clinical severity of COVID-l9
patients; and (2) that it will not request any personal protective equipment from
any public source, whether federal, state, or local, for the duration of the COVID
19 disaster.

I hereby continue the suspension of the following provisions to the extent necessary to
implement increased occupancy in the event of surge needs for hospital capacity due
to COVTD-19:

25 TAC Sec. 133.162(d)(4)(A)(iii)(I);
25 TAC Sec. 133.1 63(f)( 1)(A)(i)(U)—(ffl);
25 TAC Sec. 133. 163(O( 1)(B)(i)(ffl)—(W);
25 TAC Sec. 133.163(m)(1)(B)(ii);
25 TAC Sec. 133.1 63(t)( 1 )(B)(iii)—(iv);
25 TAC Sec. 133.163(t)(1)(C);
25 TAC Sec. 133.l63(t)(5)(B)—(C); and
Any other pertinent regulations or statutes, upon written approval of the Office of
the Governor.

This executive order shall remain in effect and in full force until 11:59 p.m. on May 8,
2020, unless it is modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor.
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RoTH R. HUGHS

Given under my hand this the 17th
day of April, 2020.

GREG ABBOTT
Governor

Secretary of State
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GOVERNOR

April 12, 2020

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room IE.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:
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Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

A proclamation renewing the declaration of March 13, 2020, stating that the novel
coronavirus (COVID- 19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in
Texas.

The original proclamation is attached to this letter of transmittal.

to the Governor

GREG ABBOTT

tfully submitted,
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March
13, 2020, certifying under Section 418.014 of the Texas Government Code that the
novel coronavirus (COVID- 19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in
the State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services, Dr.
John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID- 19 represents a public health disaster
within the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, I have issued numerous executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in
response to COVID-19, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring
an effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, a state of disaster continues to exist in all counties due to the spread of
COVID-19.

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the authority vested in me by Section 418.014
of the Texas Government Code, I do hereby renew the disaster proclamation for all counties
in Texas.

Pursuant to Section 418.017, I authorize the use of all available resources of state
government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with
this disaster.

Pursuant to Section 418.016, any regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for
conduct of state business or any order or rule of a state agency that would in any way
prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with this disaster shall be
suspended upon written approval of the Office of the Governor. However, to the
extent that the enforcement of any state statute or administrative rule regarding
contracting or procurement would impede any state agency’s emergency response that
is necessary to cope with this declared disaster, I hereby suspend such statutes and
rules for the duration of this declared disaster for that limited purpose.

In accordance with the statutory requirements, copies of this proclamation shall be filed
with the applicable authorities.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
hereunto signed my name and have
officially caused the Seal of State to be
affixed at my office in the City of
Austin, Texas, this the 12th day of
April, 2020.

GREG ABBOTT
Governor
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ATTESTED BY:

R THR.HUGHS
Secretary of State
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Secreary of StateThe Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State
State Capitol Room lE.8
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughs:

Pursuant to his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following:

Executive Order No. GA-14 relating to statewide continuity of essential services
and activities during the COVID-19 disaster.

The original executive order is attached to this letter of transmittal.

Respectfully submitted,

In8

Clerk to the Governor

GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

Attachment
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BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Austin, Texas

March 31, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA14

Relating to statewide continuity of essential services aizd activities
during the COVID-19 disaster.

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a disaster proclamation on March 13,
2020, certifying under Section 418.0 14 of the Texas Government Code that the novel
coronavirus (COVID- 19) poses an imminent threat of disaster for all counties in the State of
Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS), Dr.
John Hellerstedt, has determined that COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within the
meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS., I have issued numerous executive orders and suspensions of Texas laws in response
to the COVID-l9 disaster, aimed at protecting the health and safety of Texans and ensuring an
effective response to this disaster; and

WHEREAS, I issued Executive Order GA-08 on March 19, 2020, mandating certain obligations
for Texans in accordance with the President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America, as
promulgated by President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) on March 16, 2020, which called upon Americans to take actions to slow the spread of
COVID-19 for 15 days; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order GA-08 is subject to expiration at 11:59 p.m. on April 3, 2020,
absent further action by the governor; and

WHEREAS, on March 29, 2020, to avoid scenarios that could lead to hundreds of thousands of
deaths, the President announced that, based on advice from Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr. Deborah
Birx, the restrictive social-distancing Guidelines should extend through April 30, 2020; and

WHEREAS, DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt and White House Coronavirus Response
Coordinator Dr. Birx say that the spread of COVID- 19 can be reduced by minimizing social
gatherings;, and

WHEREAS, on March 28, 2020, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security issued its Guidance
on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, Version 2.0, which provides an advisory list
of critical-infrastructure sectors, workers, and functions that should continue during the COVID
19 response; and

WHEREAS, for state agencies and their employees and agents, the Office of the Attorney
General of Texas has advised that local restrictions issued in response to the COVD- 19 disaster
do not apply to restrict the conduct of state business; and
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WHEREAS, all government entities and businesses should be allowed to continue providing
essential services during the COVID-19 disaster, and all critical infrastructure should be allowed
to remain operational; and

WHEREAS, the “governor is responsible for meeting . . . the dangers to the state and people
presented by disasters” under Section 418.011 ofthe Texas Government Code, and the
legislature has given the governor broad authority to fulfill that responsibility; and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.0 12, the “governor may issue executive orders ... hav[ing] the
force and effect of law;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.016(a), the “governor may suspend the provisions of any
regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business ... if strict
compliance with the provisions ... would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action
in coping with a disaster;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418.017(a), the “governor may use all available resources of state
government and of political subdivisions that are reasonably necessary to cope with a disaster;”
and

WHEREAS, under Section 4 18.018(c), the “governor may control ingress and egress to and from
a disaster area and the movement of persons and the occupancy of premises in the area;” and

WHEREAS, under Section 418. 173, failure to comply with any executive order issued during the
COVD-19 disaster is an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000, confinement in jail
for a term not to exceed 180 days, or both fine and confinement.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power and authority
vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order the following on
a statewide basis effective 12:01 a.m. on April 2, 2020, and continuing through April 30, 2020,
subject to extension based on the status of COVLD-19 in Texas and the recommendations of the
CDC and the White House Coronavirus Task Force:

In accordance with guidance from DSHS Commissioner Dr. Hellerstedt, and to achieve
the goals established by the President to reduce the spread of COVD-19, every person in
Texas shall, except where necessary to provide or obtain essential services, minimize
social gatherings and minimize in-person contact with people who are not in the same
household.

“Essential services” shall consist of everything listed by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security in its Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce,
Version 2.0, plus religious services conducted in churches, congregations, and houses of
worship. Other essential services may be added to this list with the approval of the Texas
Division of Emergency Management (TDEM). TDEM shall maintain an online list of
essential services, as specified in this executive order and in any approved additions.
Requests for additions should be directed to TDEM at EssentialServices@tdem.texas.gov
or by visiting www.tdem.texas.gov/essentialservices.

In providing or obtaining essential services, people and businesses should follow the
Guidelines from the President and the CDC by practicing good hygiene, environmental
cleanliness, and sanitation, implementing social distancing, and working from home if
possible. In particular, all services should be provided through remote telework from
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home unless they are essential services that cannot be provided through remote telework.
If religious services cannot be conducted from home or through remote services, they
should be conducted consistent with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC by
practicing good hygiene, environmental cleanliness, and sanitation, and by implementing
social distancing to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall avoid
eating or drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts, or visiting gyms, massage
establishments, tattoo studios, piercing studios, or cosmetology salons; provided,
however, that the use of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options for food and drinks is
allowed and highly encouraged throughout the limited duration of this executive order.

This executive order does not prohibit people from accessing essential services or
engaging in essential daily activities, such as going to the grocery store or gas station,
providing or obtaining other essential services, visiting parks, hunting or fishing, or
engaging in physical activity like jogging or bicycling, so long as the necessary
precautions are maintained to reduce the transmission of COVID- 19 and to minimize in-
person contact with people who are not in the same household.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, people shall not visit
nursing homes, state supported living centers, assisted living facilities, or long-term care
facilities unless to provide critical assistance as determined through guidance from the
Texas Health and Human Services Commission.

In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the CDC, schools shall remain
temporarily closed to in-person classroom attendance and shall not recommence before
May 4, 2020.

This executive order shall supersede any conflicting order issued by local officials in
response to the COVD-19 disaster, but only to the extent that such a local order restricts
essential services allowed by this executive order or allows gatherings prohibited by this
executive order. I hereby suspend Sections 418.1015(b) and 418.108 of the Texas
Government Code, Chapter 81, Subchapter E of the Texas Health and Safety Code, and
any other relevant statutes, to the extent necessary to ensure that local officials do not
impose restrictions inconsistent with this executive order, provided that local officials
may enforce this executive order as well as local restrictions that are consistent with this
executive order.

Given under my hand this the 31st day of
March, 2020.
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This executive order supersedes Executive Order GA-08, but not Executive Orders GA-09, GA-
10, GA-li, GA-12, or GA-13, and shall remain in effect and in full force until April 30, 2020,
unless it is modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by the governor.

GREG ABBOTT
Governor
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ATTESTED BY:

(RUTH R. HUGHS
Secretary of State
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