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Central Park splash pad to operate a modified schedule 

MURPHY (May 16, 2018) Illustrating the importance of proper stewardship of natural resources and limiting the use of 
water to avoid adding to the so-called “water cap,” the Murphy City Council directed staff to follow a modified schedule 
for the Central Park splash pad. 

The directive was approved at the City Council meeting of May 15. 

The splash pad, a series of recreational water spouts near the children’s playground at Central Park, will officially 
be opened from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  It will operate from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. from Tuesdays through Sundays 
during that 14-week period.  Except for specific holidays which occur on Mondays, the splash pad will be closed on 
Mondays to allow staff to conduct maintenance on its mechanics and hydraulics.   

The exceptions to this schedule include City-sponsored events and activities at the park such as Moonlight 
Movies and Sounds at Sundown, according to Parks Superintendent Matt Foster. 

“We, of course, will honor all existing reservations that fall outside of the new hours that were made prior to the 
implementation of this directive,” he said.  “But we will not be taking new reservations to utilize the splash pad.” 

Reservations for the pavilion at Central Park are unaffected and will still be accepted and honored. 

The City has been urging residents to carefully monitor their water consumption, as the water cap, imposed by 
the North Texas Municipal Water District, commits a community to purchase water at its highest level of consumption, 
regardless of any other extenuating circumstances. 

“Even if we use less water within a given year, we still are required to purchase water at our highest level,” says 
City Manager Mike Castro, PhD.  “That cap increases if we go over the previous cap, but it never goes any lower.  
Obviously, we want to avoid setting any new high marks in consumption.” 

City officials are also encouraging neighborhood associations and subdivisions to be mindful of the cap when 
watering common areas and neighborhood entryways. 

### 

ABOUT MURPHY -- Murphy is a fast-growing community located in Collin County. The population is approximately 19,330, generally characterized 
as highly educated with a median household income above the state average.  With more than 70 percent of the land developed, the community is 
dominated by single-family residences.  City planners strive to preserve a country feel while exhibiting an aggressive economic development 
stance.  Money Magazine has dubbed Murphy as the 27th Best Place to Live in America for small cities, and D Magazine placed Murphy as the fifth 
best suburb in the 2014 list, where it has consistently ranked in the top 10. 

City Council changed the hours at the July 17, 2018 meeting to 2PM - 8PM


