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Murphy Police open investigations into pair of deaths 
 

MURPHY (January 31, 2016) The deaths of two young women who were acquaintances and students at Plano East 
Senior High School are being investigated by the Murphy Police Department, in conjunction with other area law 
enforcement agencies, as suicides, says Murphy Police Chief Arthur Cotten. 

 Both deaths occurred within hours of each other under circumstances that have led investigators to presume 
they were both self-inflicted.  No motives have been identified, and no evidence of foul play has so far been detected. 

 The Chief believes there is no continuing threat to area residents. 

 The body of Murphy resident Ritu Sachdeva, 17, was found in her home by relatives who called emergency 
services.  Within several hours, the remains of Hillary Kate Kuizon, 17, were found by Murphy officers in a wooded area 
just south of Kimbrough Stadium. 

 It is not known if the two incidents are related or if there is any reason to believe so.  Investigators are 
continuing to speak with relatives of the two victims to ascertain any relationship between the two deaths. 

 “Our thoughts and prayers are with the two families,” said the Chief.  “We are treating these two cases with the 
care and compassion they deserve, and will continue to seek answers for the families.” 

 Officers from the Richardson Police Department assisted in the search and are cooperating in the subsequent 
investigations.   The Plano Independent School District has also been actively involved in assisting with the 
investigations, and has provided grief support to the victims’ classmates.   

 Further information on cause of death is pending final medical examiner reports. 
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ABOUT MURPHY -- Murphy is a fast-growing community located in Collin County. The population is approximately 18,020, generally characterized 
as highly educated with a median household income above the state average.  With more than 70 percent of the land developed, the community is 
dominated by single-family residences.  City planners strive to preserve a country feel while exhibiting an aggressive economic development 
stance.  The centrally-located municipal complex includes four buildings that house Fire, Police, City Administration and Public Works.  Money 
Magazine has dubbed Murphy as the 27th Best Place to Live in America for small cities, and D Magazine placed Murphy as the fifth best suburb in 
the 2014 list, where it has consistently ranked in the top 10. 


