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Police remind residents that safety begins at home 
MURPHY (December 11, 2014) The season of making lists and checking them twice is here, both for shoppers with good 
intentions and for criminals with bad intentions, says Police Lt. Adana Barber. 

 “This is a time of year when we start thinking of others,” she said.  “At the same time, there are those who are 
thinking of taking from others.”  Recent incidents of robberies and home invasions in other parts of the Dallas area have 
police departments like Murphy’s on high alert, warning residents of the dangers associated with lax personal protection 
strategies. 

 “Unfortunately, we live in a time when some people think nothing of barging into a home with the intent of 
committing a burglary, even when the occupants are home,” she said.  “There are few things more terrifying than a 
home invasion.” 

 To counter the possibility of falling victim to a frightening and potentially dangerous invasion, police advise 
residents to make sure all entrances to homes, including the garage, are securely closed and locked, even when home.  

 “Gone are the days of feeling so secure within your home, that the doors remain unlocked,” she said.  “It may 
never happen, but being prepared and wary will pay off.”  Additionally, installing secondary locks on windows and doors, 
such as chains and dead bolts, can offer additional security from an unexpected entry. 

 “And, of course, it’s never a good idea to place gift-wrapped presents in full view from the exterior,” she added.  
“Holiday lights also offer a measure of safety, allowing residents to see their yards and their neighbors’ yards better.” 

 Opening doors at any hour to strangers is highly discouraged.  “If you can determine their business without 
opening your door, do so,” she said.  “If there is an emergency, whether real or not, offer to call 9-1-1 for them without 
letting them in.  That will often be enough to get them to move along.”  Even so, a call to the police department’s non-
emergency number to report suspicious activity would be a prudent step to take.       

When leaving home for an extended period, residents are urged to have someone watch the home.  Placing a 
hold on newspaper and mail delivery and signing up for a vacation watch with the police department can ensure peace 
of mind while traveling. 

“The Christmas season is everyone’s favorite time of the year,” she said.  “Taking a few common sense 
precautions can make it a safe and pleasant experience.” 

To place a vacation watch on a home, please visit http://murphytx.org/304/House-Watch-Form.  The non-
emergency phone number for the Murphy Police Department is 972-468-4200.   

### 

ABOUT MURPHY -- Murphy is a fast-growing community located in Collin County. The population is approximately 18,020, generally characterized 
as highly educated with a median household income above the state average.  With more than 70 percent of the land developed, the community is 
dominated by single-family residences.  City planners strive to preserve a country feel while exhibiting an aggressive economic development 
stance.  The centrally-located municipal complex includes four buildings that house Fire, Police, City Administration and Public Works.  Money 
Magazine has dubbed Murphy as the 27th Best Place to Live in America for small cities, and D Magazine placed Murphy as the fifth best suburb in 
the 2014 list, where it has consistently ranked in the top 10. 
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