
MURPHY CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MAY 20, 2014 AT 6:00 P.M. 
206 NORTH MURPHY ROAD 

MURPHY, TEXAS 75094 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
2. INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 

 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
All consent agenda  items are considered to be routine by the City Council and will 
be  enacted  by  one motion.  There will  be  no  separate  discussion  of  these  items 
unless a Councilmember so requests, in which event the item will be removed from 
the Consent Agenda and voted on separately. 

 
A. Consider and take action, if any, on the May 6, 2014 Regular Meeting minutes. 

 
B. Consider and/or act upon  the approval of a Resolution authorizing continued 

participation  with  the  steering  committee  of  cities  served  by  Oncor;  and 
authorizing  the payment of 10 cents per capita  to  the  steering committee  to 
fund  regulatory and  legal proceedings and activities  related  to Oncor Electric 
Delivery  Company,  LLC  for  2013  and  approval  of  a  Resolution  authorizing 
continued participation with the steering committee of cities served by Oncor; 
and authorizing the payment of 11 cents per capita to the steering committee 
to fund regulatory and legal proceedings and activities related to Oncor Electric 
Delivery Company, LLC for 2014. 

 
5. ELECTION PROCEDURES 
A. Consider and act upon approval of an ordinance canvassing and declaring the 

election results of the May 10, 2014 General Election. 
 

B. Issuance of Certificate of Election to Mayor and Council Members. 
 

C. Administer Oath of Office to Mayor and newly elected Council Members. 
   

6. NEWLY ELECTED MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS ARE SEATED 
A. Consider and/or act upon nominations for Mayor Pro Tem. 

 
B. Consider and/or act upon nominations for Deputy Mayor Pro Tem. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

       
8. PRESENTATION ITEMS : None 

 
9. INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

NOTICE is hereby given of a meeting of the City Council of the City of Murphy, Collin County, State of Texas, to be held 
on May 20, 2014 at Murphy City Hall for the purpose of considering the following items.  The City Council of the City of 
Murphy, Texas, reserves the right to meet  in closed session on any of the items listed below should the need arise and 
if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551, of the Texas Government Code. 
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A. Discuss,  consider  and/or  act  upon  the  Utility  Rate  Study  as  presented  by 
NewGen Strategies & Solutions. 
 

10. CITY MANAGER/STAFF REPORTS   
Annual Memorial Day Observance at Decatur‐Maxwell‐Murphy Cemetery – 
Saturday, May 24th at 9:00 am 
Memorial Day – May 26th City Offices will be closed  
Moonlight Movies  
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

Notice  of  Possible  Quorum:    There  may  be  a  quorum  of  the  4B  Community 
Development Corporation,  the Animal  Shelter Advisory Committee,  the Board of 
Adjustment,  the  Building  and  Fire  Code  Appeals  Board,  the  Ethics  Review 
Commission  the  Murphy  Municipal  Development  District  Board,  the  Park  and 
Recreation Board and/or the Planning and Zoning Commission may be present at 
the meeting, but they will not deliberate on any city business. 

 

I certify that this is a true and correct copy of the Murphy City Council Meeting Agenda and that this 
notice was posted on the designated bulletin board at Murphy City Hall, 206 North Murphy Road, 
Murphy, Texas 75094; a place convenient and readily accessible to the public at all times, and said 
notice was posted on May 16, 2014 by 4:00 p.m. and will remain posted continuously for 72 hours 
prior to the scheduled meeting pursuant to Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 

________________________ 
Kristi Gilbert, TRMC, CMC, CPM 

City Secretary 

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, the City of Murphy will provide for reasonable 
accommodations for persons attending public meetings at City Hall. Requests for accommodations 
or interpretive services must be received at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. Please contact the 
City Secretary at 972.468.4011 or kgilbert@murphytx.org. 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
MAY 6, 2014 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

  

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Barna called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

2. INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Barna gave the invocation and led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. ROLL CALL & CERTIFICATION OF A QUORUM 
City Secretary, Kristi Gilbert, certified a quorum with the following Councilmembers present: 
 
Mayor Eric Barna 
Mayor Pro Tem Owais Siddiqui 
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Ben St. Clair 
Councilmember Scott Bradley  
Councilmember Betty Nichols Spraggins 
Councilmember Bernard Grant 
Councilmember Rob Thomas  
 
Councilmembers absent:  None 
 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS –  
Greg  Matocha,  151  Moonlight  Drive  –  Mr.  Matocha  thanked  the  Council  on  behalf  of  his 
neighborhood for their efforts in addressing the traffic on Moonlight Drive. 
 
Keith Patton, 451 Poindexter – Mr. Patton addressed the Council regarding the traffic at Betsy Lane 
and North Murphy Road.   Mr. Patton also expressed concerns regarding parking on Tom Clevenger 
to access Murphy Central Park. 
 

5. PRESENTATION ITEMS –  
A. Mayor  Barna  presented  a  proclamation  declaring May  4th‐10th  as  Public  Service  Recognition 

Week in the City of Murphy, Texas to city staff.  Lieutenant Adana Barber was presented with a 
10 year service award. 
 

B. Deputy Mayor Pro Tem St. Clair presented a proclamation declaring May 11th‐17th as National 
Police Week  and May 15th  as National Police Memorial Day  in  the City of Murphy,  Texas  to 
Police Chief GM Cox and Lieutenant Adana Barber.   

 
C. Mayor Pro Tem Siddiqui presented a proclamation declaring May 18th‐24th as Emergency Medical 

Services Week in the City of Murphy, Texas to Fire Chief Mark Lee.   
 

6. CONSENT AGENDA 
All consent agenda  items are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion.  There  will  be  no  separate  discussion  of  these  items  unless  a  Councilmember  so 
requests,  in  which  event  the  item  will  be  removed  from  the  Consent  Agenda  and  voted  on 
separately. 
 
A. Consider and/or act upon meeting minutes: 

1. April 15, 2014 regular meeting minutes; and, 

Item 6.A.
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2. April 22, 2014 special meeting minutes. 
 

B. Consider and  take action,  if any, on  the approval of an  resolution   denying  the  rate  increase 
requested  by  Atmos  Energy  Corp., Mid‐Tex Division  under  the  company’s  2014  annual  rate 
review mechanism  filing  in all  cities exercising original  jurisdiction;  requiring  the company  to 
reimburse cities’ reasonable ratemaking expensed pertaining to review of the RRM; authorizing 
the city’s participation with Atmos Cities Steering Committee in any appeal filed at the Railroad 
Commission of Texas by the company; requiring the company  to reimburse cities’ reasonable 
ratemaking  expenses  in  any  such  appeal  to  the  Railroad  Commission;  determining  that  this 
resolution was passed  in accordance with  the requirements of  the Texas Open Meetings Act; 
adopting  a  savings  clause;  and  requiring delivery of  this  resolution  to  the  company  and  the 
steering committee’s legal counsel.  (Resolution 14‐R‐792) 

 
  COUNCIL ACTION (6.A. and 6.B.):  APPROVED 

Mayor Pro Tem Siddiqui moved to approve the consent agenda, as presented.  Councilmember 
Grant seconded the motion.  For:  Unanimous.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0. 
 

7. INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 
 

Move to Item 7.F. 
Councilmember Grant moved to consider  Item 7.F. prior to consideration of  Item 7.A.   Mayor 
Pro Tem Siddiqui seconded the motion.  For:  Unanimous.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 
0. 
 

F. Consider  and/or  act  on  proposed  guidelines  and  application  for  a  MCDC  Community 
Enhancement Grant Program.   
 
MCDC  Board  President  Jennifer  Berthiaume  presented  the  Council  the  MCDC’s  proposed 
guideline  for a  community grant program.   President Berthiaume  stated  that  the MCDC had 
awarded small amounts of money over the last year for small projects that beautify the City. 
 
Council inquired as to funding guidelines, the budgeting process, types of projects and the how 
the previously discussed 501(c)3 program would integrate into the grant program. 
 
Council stated that they though the grant project was a fantastic  idea and a great way to get 
more people involved in the community. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION (7.F.):  APPROVED 
Councilmember Grant moved  to  approve  program  guidelines  and  application  for  the MCDC 
Community Grant Program.   Councilmember Bradley seconded the motion.   For:   Unanimous.  
The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0.   

 
  Return to Item 7.A. 
A. Consider  and/or  act  on  the  City  of Murphy Water  Conservation  and  Drought Management 

Ordinance (Ordinance 11‐10‐897). 
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City Manager James Fisher stated that the City was still on water restrictions and North Texas 
Municipal Water District (NTMWD) is still set at Stage 3 which allows watering once every two 
weeks. 

Councilmember  Bradley  stated  there  are  cities  within  the  NTMWD  that  are  on  a  weekly 
watering schedule and inquired as to whether the City should allow weekly watering. 

Mr. Fisher stated there was not an easy answer as water needs to be conserved. 

Mayor Barna indicated he did not have a problem with keeping the watering schedule at twice 
per month for the month of May. 

Councilmember Thomas inquired as to how other NTMWD member cities were allowing more 
frequent  watering.    Mr.  Fisher  stated  that  he  has  not  seen  anything  from  NTMWD  that 
indicates how they handle cities that do not follow NTMWD recommendations. 

COUNCIL ACTION (7.A.):  APPROVED 
Mayor  Pro  Tem  Siddiqui  moved  to  continue  with  the  current  drought  management  plan.  
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem St. Clair seconded the motion.  For:  Unanimous.  The motion carried by 
a vote of 7 to 0. 
 

B. Consider and/or act on the study request by the City of Murphy to the North Texas Municipal 
Water District to address the future wastewater needs for the Cities of Murphy and Wylie and 
authorize the City Manager to participate in the study and proceed with the request. 

 
Mr. Fisher stated the wastewater plant was nearing 70% capacity and the state requires a study 
on future needs once the 70% mark is met. 
 
Councilmember Grant  inquired as  to where  the money  to  fund  the  study would  come  from.  
Mr. Fisher and Finance Director Linda Truitt explained that the study was a cost share with the 
City  of  Wylie  through  the  Muddy  Creek  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant  operating  budget, 
ultimately coming from the city’s utility fund budget.  Mr. Fisher stated the total study amount 
is $141,483 to be shared with the City of Wylie. 
 

  COUNCIL ACTION (7.B.):  APPROVED 
Deputy Mayor  Pro  Tem  St.  Clair moved  to  authorize  the  City Manager  to  proceed with  the 
request and to participate in the study to address the future wastewater needs for the Cities of 
Murphy  and Wylie.   Mayor  Pro  Tem  Siddiqui  seconded  the motion.    For:   Unanimous.    The 
motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0. 
 

C. Consider  and/or  act upon  authorizing  the City Manager  to  execute  an Agreement  for Video 
Streaming Services with Swagit Productions, LLC, to provide video recordings and streaming of 
City Council Meetings. 
 
Mr.  Fisher  stated  that  this was a project  in  the works  for a while and he had  recently been 
approached by the Murphy Chamber of Commerce as they had plans to begin video recording 
the Council meetings on their own. 
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IT Manager Wendle Medford stated that he had been researching video streaming of Council 
meetings for the past three years and  is confident that Swagit Productions would provide the 
best product. 
 
Mr. Medford and City  Secretary Kristi Gilbert answered questions  regarding  storage of data, 
records management of audio recordings and video recordings and search functions. 
 
Mayor Barna stated that he was for the video streaming; however, he would like to consider it 
during  the  FY 15 budget discussions.   Councilmember Bradley  echoed  the Mayor’s  concerns 
and stated that the robust technology should be considered within the context of the budget. 
 
Alex Acuna, 222 Amanda Court – Mr. Acuna stated that the Chamber of Commerce has already 
engaged  a  company  to perform  the  video  streaming of Council meetings  as part of  a  larger 
project.   Mr. Acuna  stated  that  the Council  videos will be more  entertaining  than what  the 
Council would use. 
 
Councilmember Grant  stated  that he had been asking  for  this particular  item  for  three years 
and stated that waiting additional three months would not hurt.  Councilmembers Thomas and 
Nichols‐Spraggins agreed to wait until budget  
 
COUNCIL ACTION (7.C.):  NO ACTION 
No action was taken on Item 7.C. 
 

D. Consider  and/or  act  upon  approval  of  an  ordinance  amending  the  FY  2013‐2014  revenue, 
expenditure budgets and fund balances for the General Fund, Utility Fund, Murphy Municipal 
Development District and the Debt Service Fund. 

Ms.  Truitt  stated  the  general  fund  revenues would  increase  by  $150,000  reflecting  the  tax 
notes.  Ms. Truitt stated the expenses in the amount of $661,000 were as a result of the Grant 
Road project and the animal shelter. 

Ms. Truitt stated the Utility Fund was being increased by $30,000 for the utility rate study. 

Ms.  Truitt  stated  the Municipal Development District  budget was  being  amended  to  reflect 
$850,000  revenue  in  tax  notes  and  the  expenditures would  be  increased  to  reflect  several 
miscellaneous items. 

Ms.  Truitt  stated  that  the  Debt  Service  fund  was  also  being  amended  as  a  result  in  an 
amendment to the general fund budget. 

COUNCIL ACTION (7.D.):  APPROVED 
Mayor Pro Tem Siddiqui moved to approve an ordinance amending the FY 2013‐2014 revenue, 
expenditure budgets and  fund balance  for  the General Fund, Utility Fund, Murphy Municipal 
Development District and the Debt Service Fund.  Deputy Mayor Pro Tem St. Clair seconded the 
motion.  For:  Unanimous.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0.  (Ordinance 14‐05‐976) 
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E. Discuss, consider and/or act upon the Utility Rate Study as presented by NewGen Strategies & 
Solutions. 
 
Chris Ekrut with NewGen Strategies & Solutions, discussed with Council prior policy directives, 
projected  financial  performance  and  initial  rate  adjustment  recommendations.    Mr.  Ekrut 
explained that the NTMWD fees have been separated to clarify the cost of water from NTMWD. 
 
Mr. Ekrut stated his recommendation would be to reduce the base water meter charge  from 
$25.00 to $20.00 and suggested consistent rate block differences.  Mr. Ekrut recommended not 
changing the rate blocks at this time. 
 
Mr.  Ekrut  stated  his  recommendation  with  regard  to  wastewater  rates  is  to  charge  all 
customers  the  same  and  reduce  the  base  charge  from  $20.00  to  $18.00.    Mr.  Ekrut 
recommended maintain the winter average billing. 
 
Mr. Ekrut stated staff must monitor rates on a monthly basis and  immediate action should be 
contemplated if there are variances not foreseen in the study. 
 
Councilmember Bradley recommended a special work session solely to discuss the rate study, 
Councilmember Grant agreed.  Members of the Council discussed reviewing projected fees for 
FY15 for surrounding cities and reviewing the rate model used to generate the projected bills. 
 
Keith Patton, 451 Poindexter – Mr. Poindexter suggested that the difference between summer 
and winter months with regard to larger lot sizes be evaluated. 
 
COUNCIL ACTION (7.E.):  NO ACTION 
No action was taken on Item 7.E. 
 
 

8. CITY MANAGER/STAFF REPORTS 
Mr. Fisher provided the Council with an update on the following items: 

North Murphy Road Construction Update 
CLC Meeting on May 15th  
Grant Street project should be complete by the end of next week 
City and Chamber of Commerce will be hosting a Flag Day Breakfast on June 14th  
Update on Personnel 
Murphy Middle School celebration on Friday, May 9th 

 
9. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The City Council convened into Executive Session at 8:18 p.m. pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 
551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in:  

 
A. § 551.072.    Deliberation regarding the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if 

deliberation  in  an  open meeting  would  have  a  detrimental  effect  on  the  position  of  the 
governmental body in negotiations with a third person. 

 
10. RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION 

Item 6.A.
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The  City  Council  reconvened  into  Regular  Session  at  8:38  p.m.,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
Chapter 551, Subchapter D, Texas Government Code, to take any action necessary regarding: 

 
A. § 551.072.    Deliberation regarding the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if 

deliberation  in  an  open  meeting  would  have  a  detrimental  effect  on  the  position  of  the 
governmental body in negotiations with a third person. 
 

B. Take Action on any Executive Session Item. 
No action was taken as a result of Executive Session items. 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:39 p.m. 
 

 
APPROVED BY: 

 
 
 

____________________________ 
Eric Barna, Mayor 

 
 
 
 

ATTEST:           
 
 

____________________________           
Kristi Gilbert, City Secretary 

Item 6.A.



City Council Meeting                  
May 20, 2014 
    
Issue 
Consider and  take action,  if any, on  the approval of a Resolution authorizing  continued participation 
with  the  steering  committee of  cities  served by Oncor; and authorizing  the payment of 10  cents per 
capita  to  the  steering  committee  to  fund  regulatory  and  legal  proceedings  and  activities  related  to 
Oncor  Electric  Delivery  Company,  LLC  for  2013  and  approval  of  a  Resolution  authorizing  continued 
participation with the steering committee of cities served by Oncor; and authorizing the payment of 11 
cents  per  capita  to  the  steering  committee  to  fund  regulatory  and  legal  proceedings  and  activities 
related to Oncor Electric Delivery Company, LLC for 2014. 
 
Staff Resource/Department 
Linda Truitt, Finance Director 
 
Background 
The City of Murphy, Texas is a member of a 150‐member city coalition known as the Steering Committee 
of  Cities  Served  by Oncor.    The  resolution  for  the  assessment  of  ten  cent  ($0.10)  for  2013 was  not 
presented  for approval  in 2013;  therefore,  it  is  included  in  this agenda  item as well as  the  resolution 
approving the assessment of an eleven cent ($0.11) per capita fee to fund the activities of the Steering 
Committee for 2014. 

Why this Resolution is Necessary 
The  Steering  Committee  undertakes  activities  on  behalf  of municipalities  for which  it  needs  funding 
support  from  its members.   Municipalities have original  jurisdiction over  the electric  transmission and 
distribution rates and services within the city.  The Steering Committee has been in existence since the 
late 1980s.  It took on a formal structure in the early 1990s when cities served by TXU (since renamed as 
Oncor Electric Delivery Company, LLC) gave up their statutory right to rate case expense reimbursement 
in exchange for higher franchise fee payments.  Empowered by city resolutions and funded by per capita 
assessments, the Steering Committee has been the primary public  interest advocate before the Public 
Utility  Commission,  ERCOT,  the  courts,  and  the  Legislature  on  electric  utility  regulation matters  for 
nearly two decades.  
 
The Steering Committee  is actively  involved  in rate cases, appeals, rulemakings, and  legislative efforts 
impacting  the  rates  charged  by  Oncor  Electric  Delivery  Company,  LLC  within  the  City.  Steering 
Committee representation is also strong at ERCOT.  It is possible that additional efforts will be necessary 
on new issues that arise during the year, and it is important that the Steering Committee be able to fund 
its participation on behalf of its member cities.  A per capita assessment has historically been used, and 
is a fair method for the members to bear the burdens associated with the benefits received from that 
membership 
 
Explanation of “Be It Resolved” Paragraphs 
I. The  City  is  currently  a  member  of  the  Steering  Committee;  this  paragraph  authorizes  the 
continuation of the City’s membership. 

 
II.  This  paragraph  authorizes  payment  of  the  City’s  assessment  to  the  Steering  Committee  in  the 
amount of ten cents ($0.10) per capita, based on the population figure for the City as shown in the latest 
TML Directory of City Officials for 2013 and payment of the City’s assessment to the Steering Committee 
in the amount of eleven cents ($0.11) per capita, based on the population figure for the City as shown in 
the latest TML Directory of City Officials for 2014. 
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City Council Meeting                  
May 20, 2014 
    
III.  This paragraph  requires notification  to  the Chair of  the Steering Committee,  Jay Doegey,  that  the 
City has adopted the Resolution. 

Financial Considerations  
The cities 2013 membership assessment  is $0.10 per population of 17,708 which equates to $1,770.80 
for 2013 while the cities 2014 membership assessment is $0.11 per population of 18,960 which equates 
to  $2,085.60 for FY 2014. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Approval of the resolution as presented. 
 
Attachments 
1) Resolution for 2013 Assessment 
2) Resolution for 2014 Assessment 
3) Letter regarding 2013 Assessment 
4) Letter regarding 2014 Assessment 
5) 2013 Assessment Invoice 
6) 2014 Assessment Invoice 
7) 2014 Members 
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RESOLUTION NO. __________ 
 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTINUED PARTICIPATION WITH 
THE STEERING COMMITTEE OF CITIES SERVED BY ONCOR; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF 10 CENTS PER CAPITA TO THE 
STEERING COMMITTEE TO FUND REGULATORY AND RELATED 
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO ONCOR ELECTRIC DELIVERY COMPANY, 
LLC 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Murphy, Texas is a regulatory authority under the Public Utility 

Regulatory Act (PURA) and has exclusive original jurisdiction over the rates and 
services of Oncor Electric Delivery Company, LLC (Oncor) within the municipal 
boundaries of the city; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Steering Committee has historically intervened in Oncor (formerly known as 

TXU) rate proceedings and electric utility related rulemakings to protect the 
interests of municipalities and electric customers residing within municipal 
boundaries; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Steering Committee is participating in Public Utility Commission dockets and 

projects, as well as court proceedings, and legislative activity, affecting 
transmission and distribution utility rates; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City is a member of the Steering Committee of Cities Served by Oncor; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order for the Steering Committee to continue its participation in these 

activities which affects the provision of electric utility service and the rates to be 
charged, it must assess its members for such costs;  

 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MURPHY 

TEXAS: 
 

I. 
 

That the City is authorized to continue its membership with the Steering Committee of 
Cities Served by Oncor to protect the interests of the City of Murphy and protect the interests 
of the customers of Oncor Electric Delivery Company, LLC residing and conducting business 
within the City limits. 
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II.  
 

The City is further authorized to pay its assessment to the Steering Committee of ten 
cents ($0.10) per capita based on the population figures for the City shown in the latest TML 
Directory of City Officials.  

  
III. 

 
A copy of this Resolution and the assessment payment check made payable to “Steering 

Committee of Cities Served by Oncor” shall be sent to Jay Doegey, Chair, Steering Committee of 
Cities Served by Oncor, c/o City Attorney’s Office, Mail Stop 63-0300, P.O. Box 90231, Arlington, 
Texas 76004-3231. 

 
 
 PRESENTED AND PASSED on this the 20th day of May 2014, by a vote of ______ ayes 

and ______ nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Murphy, Texas. 

 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Eric Barna, Mayor  

City of Murphy 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Kristi Gilbert, City Secretary  
City of Murphy 
       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
       City Attorney 
 
 
 
       BY      
       Wm. Andrew Messer City Attorney 
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RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTINUED PARTICIPATION WITH 
THE STEERING COMMITTEE OF CITIES SERVED BY ONCOR; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF 11 CENTS PER CAPITA TO THE 
STEERING COMMITTEE TO FUND REGULATORY AND LEGAL 
PROCEEDINGS AND ACTIVITIES RELATED TO ONCOR ELECTRIC 
DELIVERY COMPANY, LLC. 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Murphy, Texas is a regulatory authority under the Public Utility 

Regulatory Act (PURA) and has exclusive original jurisdiction over the rates and 
services of Oncor Electric Delivery Company, LLC (Oncor) within the municipal 
boundaries of the city; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Steering Committee has historically intervened in Oncor (formerly known as 

TXU) rate proceedings and electric utility related rulemakings to protect the 
interests of municipalities and electric customers residing within municipal 
boundaries; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Steering Committee is participating in Public Utility Commission dockets and 

projects, as well as court proceedings, and legislative activity, affecting 
transmission and distribution utility rates; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City is a member of the Steering Committee of Cities Served by Oncor; and  
 
WHEREAS,  the Steering Committee functions under the direction of an Executive 

Committee (whose current members are identified in Attachment 1) which sets 
an annual budget and directs interventions before state and federal agencies, 
courts and legislatures, subject to the right of any member to request and cause 
its party status to be withdrawn from such activities; and  

 
WHEREAS,  the Executive Committee in its December 2013 meeting set a budget for 2014 

that compels an assessment of eleven cents ($0.11) per capita; and  
 
WHEREAS, in order for the Steering Committee to continue its participation in these 

activities which affects the provision of electric utility service and the rates to be 
charged, it must assess its members for such costs. 

 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MURPHY, 
TEXAS: 

 
I. 
 

That the City is authorized to continue its membership with the Steering Committee of 
Cities Served by Oncor to protect the interests of the City of Murphy and protect the interests 
of the customers of Oncor Electric Delivery Company, LLC residing and conducting business 
within the City limits. 
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II. 
 

The City is further authorized to pay its assessment to the Steering Committee of eleven 
cents ($0.11) per capita based on the population figures for the City shown in the latest TML 
Directory of City Officials.   

 
III. 

 
A copy of this Resolution and the assessment payment check made payable to “Steering 

Committee of Cities Served by Oncor” shall be sent to Jay Doegey, Chair, Steering Committee of 
Cities Served by Oncor, c/o City Attorney’s Office, Mail Stop 63-0300, P.O. Box 90231, Arlington, 
Texas 76004-3231. 
 
 
 PRESENTED AND PASSED on this the 20th day of May 2014, by a vote of ______ ayes 

and ______ nays at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Murphy, Texas. 

 
      ______________________________ 
      Eric Barna, Mayor 
      City of Murphy 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Kristi Gilbert, City Secretary 
City of Murphy 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Wm. Andrew Messer, City Attorney 
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Attachment 1 

OCSC 2014 Executive Committee Members 
 
 
Allen   Eric Ellwanger, Assistant to City Manager 
Arlington  Jay Doegey, City Attorney 
Burkburnett  Trish Holley, Director of Administration 
Carrollton  Elizabeth Horn, Assistant City Attorney 
Cleburne  Kim Galvin, Director of Finance 
Colleyville  Cathy Cunningham, Attorney 
Comanche  Bill Flannery, City Manager 
Dallas   Nick Fehrenbach, Manager of Regulatory Affairs & Utility Franchising 
Denison  Courtney Goodman-Morris, City Attorney 
Flower Mound  Melanie Harden, Director of General Services 
Fort Worth  Bridgette Garrett, Director of Budget & Management Services 
Frisco   Ben Brezina, Assistant to City Manager 
Grand Prairie  Don Postell, City Attorney 
Haltom City  Joel Welch, Chief Financial Officer and Assistant City Manager 
Irving   Carrie Morris, Assistant City Attorney 
Lewisville  Phil Boyd, Consultant 
Mansfield  Joe Smolinski, Director of Utility Operations 
Mesquite  Cynthia Steiner, Assistant City Attorney 
Odessa   James Zentner, Assistant City Manager 
Plano   Mark Israelson, Director of Policy and Government Relations 
Sherman  Brandon Shelby, City Attorney 
The Colony  Gwen Mansfield, Assistant Finance Director 
Tyler   Mark McDaniel, City Manager 
Waco   Jennifer Richie, City Attorney 
Watauga  Greg Vick, City Manager 
Waxahachie  Doug Barnes, Director of Economic Development 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Steering Committee of Cities Served by Oncor 
 
FROM:  Jay Doegey, Chair 
 
DATE:  March 28, 2013 
 
RE: Action Needed – 2013 Membership Assessment Invoice 
 
 Enclosed please find the 2013 Steering Committee of Cities Served by Oncor (“Steering 
Committee”) membership assessment invoice and draft resolution for renewal of your membership 
with the Steering Committee.  These items are discussed below.  We ask that your city please take 
action on the membership assessment as soon as possible. 
 
 Although the Steering Committee does not require that your city take action by resolution to 
approve the assessment, some members have requested a resolution authorizing payment of the 2013 
membership assessment. Payment of the membership assessment fee shall be deemed to be 
agreement with the terms of the Steering Committee participation agreement. 
 
 Please forward the membership assessment fee and, if applicable, the signed resolution to Jay 
Doegey, Chair, Steering Committee of Cities Served by Oncor, c/o City Attorney’s Office, Mail Stop 
63-0300, P.O. Box 90231, Arlington, Texas 76004-3231. Checks should be made payable to:  
Steering Committee of Cities Served by Oncor.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at (817/459-6878) or Geoffrey Gay (ggay@lglawfirm.com, 512/322-5875) or Thomas Brocato 
(tbrocato@lglawfirm.com, 512/322-5857). 
 
Membership Assessment Invoice and Resolution 

The Steering Committee is the most active consumer group advocating the interests of cities 
and residential and small commercial customers within the cities to keep electric transmission and 
distribution (i.e., wires) rates reasonable. Steering Committee activities protect the authority of 
municipalities over the regulated wires service and rates charged by Oncor Electric Delivery 
Company, LLC.  

 
The work undertaken by the Steering Committee has saved cities and ratepayers millions of 

dollars in unreasonable charges.  In order to continue to be an effective voice before the Public 
Utility Commission of Texas (“Commission” or “PUC”), ERCOT, the Legislature, and in the courts, 
the Steering Committee must have your support.  The membership assessment is deposited in an 
account which funds Steering Committee activities.   

 
One of the Steering Committee’s biggest achievements from 2012 was the successful 

prosecution of a rate case with Lone Star Transmission, LLC (“Lone Star”).  Lone Star is a new-
entrant to the Texas market and provides only transmission services.  Lone Star and other companies 
(such as, Cross Texas Transmission, LLC (“Cross Texas”) and Wind Energy Transmission Texas, 
LLC (“WETT”)) were selected by the Commission to construct and operate certain Competitive 
Renewable Energy Zone transmission projects.  The Lone Star case was highly contested and went to 
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a full hearing before an administrative law judge in the summer of 2012.  The result was good for 
consumers:  the judge, and ultimately the Commission, rejected much of Lone Star’s overreaching 
rate request, reducing it nearly by half.  CTT and WETT also filed initial rate cases in 2012.  Those 
rate cases settled based upon parameters set in the Lone Star case.  Overall, the Steering Committee’s 
participation in these rate cases resulted in a savings of over $20 million in transmission costs to 
Texas consumers. 

 
In 2012, the Steering Committee also remained involved in various rulemakings and projects 

at the PUC. Chief among those rulemakings was the Steering Committee’s participation in 
discussions regarding whether Texas has sufficient generation resources to meet peak summer 
demand.  The Steering Committee vigorously defended against proposals to turn the ERCOT market 
into a capacity market, which would guarantee higher rates for Texans by paying generation 
resources even when resources are not providing energy.  The Steering Committee was also active in 
the Commission’s re-writing of the energy efficiency rules and the Commission adopted many of the 
Steering Committee’s recommendations. This is important to cities because it keeps the energy 
efficiency charge on electric bills lower than would be without the participation of the Steering 
Committee.  The Steering Committee also participated in Oncor’s Energy Efficiency Cost Recovery 
Factor (“EECRF”) proceeding, which is the annual proceeding to determine the surcharge to fund the 
Commission’s energy efficiency program. 

 
In late 2013 or 2014, it is likely that Oncor’s parent company, Energy Future Holdings, will 

go through bankruptcy.  It will be important for the Steering Committee to monitor and perhaps 
participate in those proceedings to protect city residents and ratepayers.   

 
On December 13, 2012, the Steering Committee approved the 2013 assessment for Steering 

Committee membership.  Based upon the population-based assessment protocol previously adopted 
by the Steering Committee, the assessment for 2013 is a per capita fee of $0.10 based upon the 
population figures for each city shown in the latest TML Directory of City Officials.  In addition, the 
budget provides for $12,000 to pay $1,000 per month to the City of Arlington for administrative 
services.  The enclosed invoice represents your city’s assessment amount. 
 

To assist you in the assessment process, we have attached several documents to this 
memorandum for your use: 
 

• Model resolution approving the 2013 assessment (optional, provided for those cities that 
have requested a resolution to authorize payment) 

• Model staff report supporting the resolution 
• List of Steering Committee members 
• 2013 Assessment invoice 
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Invoice
Date

3/27/2013

Invoice #

13-99

Bill To

City of Murphy

Oncor Cities Steering Committee

c/o Jay Doegey, City Attorney
Post Office Box 90231
MS # 63-0300
Arlington, TX 76004-3231

Please make check payable to: Oncor Cities Steering Committee and mail to Oncor Cities Steering Committee, c/o Jay Doegey,Chair, Arlington
City Attorney's Office,PO Box 90231, Mail Stop 63-0300, Arlington, Texas 76004-3231

Total

Item Population Per capita Amount

2013 Assessment 17,708 0.10 1,770.80

$1,770.80
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Invoice
Date

4/4/2014

Invoice #

14-99

Bill To

City of Murphy

Oncor Cities Steering Committee

c/o Jay Doegey, City Attorney
Post Office Box 90231
MS # 63-0300
Arlington, TX 76004-3231

Please make check payable to: Oncor Cities Steering Committee and mail to Oncor Cities Steering Committee, c/o Jay Doegey, Chair, Arlington
City Attorney's Office,PO Box 90231, Mail Stop 63-0300, Arlington, Texas 76004-3231

Total

Item Population Per capita Amount

2014 Membership Assessment 18,960 0.11 2,085.60

$2,085.60
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STEERING COMMITTEE CITIES SERVED BY ONCOR (150) 
 

Addison 
Allen 
Alvarado 
Andrews 
Anna 
Archer City 
Argyle 
Arlington 
Azle 
Bedford 
Bellmead 
Belton 
Benbrook 
Beverly Hills 
Big Spring 
Breckenridge 
Bridgeport 
Brownwood 
Buffalo 
Burkburnett 
Burleson 
Caddo Mills 
Cameron 
Canton 
Carrollton 
Cedar Hill 
Celina 
Centerville 
Cleburne 
Coahoma 
Colleyville 
Collinsville 
Comanche 
Commerce 
Coppell 
Copperas Cove 
Corinth 
Crowley 
Dallas 
Dalworthington Gardens 
DeLeon 
De Soto 
Denison 
Duncanville 
Early 
Eastland 
Edgecliff Village 
Euless 
Everman 
Fairview 
Farmers Branch 
Fate 

Flower Mound 
Forest Hill 
Fort Worth 
Frisco 
Frost 
Gainesville 
Garland 
Glenn Heights 
Grand Prairie 
Granger 
Grapevine 
Gunter 
Haltom City 
Harker Heights 
Heath 
Henrietta 
Hewitt 
Highland Park 
Honey Grove 
Howe 
Hurst 
Hutto 
Iowa Park 
Irving 
Jolly 
Josephine 
Justin 
Kaufman 
Keller 
Kerens 
Killeen 
Krum 
Lake Worth 
Lakeside 
Lamesa 
Lancaster 
Lewisville 
Lindale 
Little Elm 
Little River Academy 
Malakoff 
Mansfield 
McKinney 
Mesquite 
Midland 
Midlothian 
Murchison 
Murphy 
Nacogdoches 
New Chapel Hill 
North Richland Hills 
Oak Leaf 

Oak Point 
Odessa 
O’Donnell 
Ovilla 
Palestine 
Pantego 
Paris 
Plano 
Pottsboro 
Prosper 
Ranger 
Rhome 
Richardson 
Richland Hills 
River Oaks 
Roanoke 
Robinson 
Rockwall 
Rosser 
Rowlett 
Sachse 
Saginaw 
Seagoville 
Sherman 
Snyder 
Southlake 
Springtown 
Stephenville 
Sulphur Springs 
Sunnyvale 
Sweetwater 
Temple 
Terrell 
The Colony 
Trophy Club 
Tyler 
University Park 
Venus 
Waco 
Watauga 
Waxahachie 
White Settlement 
Wichita Falls 
Willow Park 
Woodway 
Wylie 
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City Council Meeting   
May 20, 2014   

 
Issue 
Consider and act upon approval of an ordinance canvassing and declaring the election results of the 
May 10, 2014 General Election. 
 
Staff Resource / Department 
Kristi Gilbert, City Secretary 
 
Summary 
The Council will consider an ordinance canvassing the results of the May 10, 2014 General Election. 
 
Action Requested 
Motion to approve an ordinance canvassing and declaring the election results of the May 10, 2014 
General Election. 
 
Attachments 
(To be attached under seperate cover after the certification is received Friday, May 16, 2014.) 
Ordinance Canvassing Election Results 
Collin County Elections Administrator Certification of Results 
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City Council Meeting   
May 20, 2014   

 
Issue 
Consider and/or act upon nominations and election for Mayor Pro Tem.  
 
Staff Resource / Department 
Kristi Gilbert, City Secretary 
 
Summary 

1. Mayor Barna will call for nominations for the Mayor Pro Tem.  
 

2. Any  council member may make a nomination; however,  there  is only one nomination per 
member.  A second is not required. 

 
3. After  nominations  are  closed,  Mayor  Barna  will  call  for  a  vote  beginning  with  the  first 

nomination and will continue until a nomination receives a majority vote. 
 

4. If  no  nomination  receives  the  majority  of  votes,  then  Mayor  Barna  will  reopen  the 
nominations. 

 
 
City of Murphy Charter: 

SECTION 3.05   Mayor, Mayor Pro‐Tem and Deputy Mayor Pro‐Tem 

(1)        The Mayor shall attend and preside at meetings of the City Council, and shall be recognized 
as head of the City government for all ceremonial purposes, and by the Governor for purposes of 
military  law, but shall have no  regular administrative duties.  The Mayor may participate  in  the 
discussion  of  all matters  coming  before  the  City  Council  and  shall  have  a  vote  as  a member 
thereof, on  legislative or other matters, unless otherwise prohibited by  law, and  shall have no 
power to veto. 

 (2)  The  Mayor  shall  also  represent  the  City  in  intergovernmental  relationships,  and  shall 
perform other duties specified by the City Council, imposed by this Charter and by ordinances and 
resolutions passed in pursuance thereof.  Additionally, the Mayor, the City Manager, or designee 
shall sign, after authorization by the City Council, all contracts and conveyances made or entered 
into by the City and all bonds, warrants and any other obligation  issued under the provisions of 
this Charter,  in  the manner prescribed  in  the ordinance or  resolution authorizing  the signing of 
any such obligation.   

(3)        The Mayor Pro‐Tem shall be a Council Member elected to be the Mayor Pro‐Tem by the 
City  Council  at  the  first meeting  of  each  Council  after  each  election  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
practicable, but not later than the last business day of July in the year that the election was held.  
The Mayor Pro‐Tem shall act as Mayor during the disability or absence of the Mayor and  in this 
capacity shall have the rights conferred upon the Mayor. 

(4)        The Deputy Mayor Pro‐Tem shall be a Council Member elected  to be the Deputy Mayor 
Pro‐Tem by  the City Council at  the  first meeting of each Council after each election or as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  but  not  later  than  the  last  business  day  of  July  in  the  year  that  the 
election was held.  The Deputy Mayor Pro‐Tem shall act as Mayor during the disability or absence 
of the Mayor and Mayor Pro‐Tem, and  in this capacity shall have the  rights conferred upon the 
Mayor. 
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City Council Meeting   
May 20, 2014   

 
Issue 
Consider and/or act upon nominations for Deputy Mayor Pro Tem. 
 
Staff Resource / Department 
Kristi Gilbert, City Secretary 
 
Summary 

1. Mayor Barna will call for nominations for the Deputy Mayor Pro Tem.  
 

2. Any  council member may make a nomination; however,  there  is only one nomination per 
member.  A second is not required. 

 
3. After  nominations  are  closed,  Mayor  Barna  will  call  for  a  vote  beginning  with  the  first 

nomination and will continue until a nomination receives a majority vote. 
 

4. If  no  nomination  receives  the  majority  of  votes,  then  Mayor  Barna  will  reopen  the 
nominations. 

 
 
City of Murphy Charter: 

SECTION 3.05   Mayor, Mayor Pro‐Tem and Deputy Mayor Pro‐Tem 

(1)        The Mayor shall attend and preside at meetings of the City Council, and shall be recognized 
as head of the City government for all ceremonial purposes, and by the Governor for purposes of 
military  law, but shall have no  regular administrative duties.  The Mayor may participate  in  the 
discussion  of  all matters  coming  before  the  City  Council  and  shall  have  a  vote  as  a member 
thereof, on  legislative or other matters, unless otherwise prohibited by  law, and  shall have no 
power to veto. 

 (2)  The  Mayor  shall  also  represent  the  City  in  intergovernmental  relationships,  and  shall 
perform other duties specified by the City Council, imposed by this Charter and by ordinances and 
resolutions passed in pursuance thereof.  Additionally, the Mayor, the City Manager, or designee 
shall sign, after authorization by the City Council, all contracts and conveyances made or entered 
into by the City and all bonds, warrants and any other obligation  issued under the provisions of 
this Charter,  in  the manner prescribed  in  the ordinance or  resolution authorizing  the signing of 
any such obligation.   

(3)        The Mayor Pro‐Tem shall be a Council Member elected to be the Mayor Pro‐Tem by the 
City  Council  at  the  first meeting  of  each  Council  after  each  election  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
practicable, but not later than the last business day of July in the year that the election was held.  
The Mayor Pro‐Tem shall act as Mayor during the disability or absence of the Mayor and  in this 
capacity shall have the rights conferred upon the Mayor. 

(4)        The Deputy Mayor Pro‐Tem shall be a Council Member elected  to be the Deputy Mayor 
Pro‐Tem by  the City Council at  the  first meeting of each Council after each election or as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  but  not  later  than  the  last  business  day  of  July  in  the  year  that  the 
election was held.  The Deputy Mayor Pro‐Tem shall act as Mayor during the disability or absence 
of the Mayor and Mayor Pro‐Tem, and  in this capacity shall have the  rights conferred upon the 
Mayor. 

Item 6.B.



City Council Meeting                 
May 20, 2014              
    
Issue 

Discuss, consider and/or act upon the Utility Rate Study as presented by NewGen Strategies & 
Solutions. 
 
Background 

On February 18, 2014 the City Council approved a contract with NewGen Strategies & Solutions 
to perform a utility rate study.   

Chris  Ekrut  of NewGen  Strategies &  Solutions  presented  a  preliminary  report  regarding  the 
utility rate study at the April 15, 2014 meeting.  At that meeting, several items were reviewed 
and  discussed.    Chris  Ekrut  of  NewGen  Strategies &  Solutions  presented  and  reviewed  the 
findings and recommendations of the utility rate study at the May 6, 2014 city council meeting.  
The presentation was  sent  to  council under  separate  cover  and was posted on  the website.  
Council  requested  that  the  utility  rate  study  be  placed  on  the  next  agenda  for  additional 
discussion and consideration. 

Action Requested 
If Council wishes  to  change  the utility  rates based on  the  study and presentation discussion, 
then staff will need  to prepare an ordinance  that will  reflect your  intentions.   This ordinance 
can be brought back on June 3rd for your consideration of action. 
 

Item 9.A.
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